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STATE OF THE CURRENCY 
IN IR&LAND. 

Sin,—=aving for some time past been 
constant reader of your Weekly Register, I 
1, glad to find that the present situation of 
eland had, among other serious events, eu- 
wed your attention. I should presume, 


heed, that forming as it does n®™ Incoasi- 
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ed upon hin rile part of the empire, the prosperity or 

iély and dag pression produced by the measures of go- 

ne f r delibe rament in its varions departments, is a sub- 
* crept ct of the deegest Concera to every thinking 
nor | min the community. it is far from 

ole of yintention, in what [ submit to yeu aad 
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) the public, to attribute every dithculty 
d every misfortune, however untoresees, 
pthe neglect or mismanagement ot those to 
hom the public affairs are contided; but, 
such instances where evils have been gra- 
ally increasing to'an alarming Crisis, with- 
ita seeming consciousness on the part of 
inist ers that such evils existed atall; or, if 
‘chance perceived, without any altempt to 
heck their progress, and without being in the 
nalest degree prepared to remedy their ef- 
cls, When the welfare, if not the very exis- 
nce of the state is at stake; in such in- 
ances it cannot be deemed invidious or 
ctlous to expose their conduct to gencral 
The state of the currency of 
Ns country is a thing now so well known, 
Mt [should not have been tempted to add 
Woat has been already said in,your Re- 
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rate ever s 
nee of prt ‘ier on the subject, had [| not felt provoked 
y other con ) (he assertions made by two ministers in 
of the dat bs House of Commons, Lord Castlereagh 
'e, at |ast hd Mr. Corry, that were, | must say, not- 
of affording ithstanding my usual habits of deferring to 
of making ich great men, utterly destitute of truth 
and, 00b he former insisted that the Bank paper of 
to the cal iscountiy was zot depreciated, and the lat- 
esuimp! vow assured the House, that the Privy Coun- 
nd to hate here had obviated the difficulties, and ef- 
endship mm Ctualiy remedied the evid of the bad circu- 
to suppo™ on.——-W ith respect to a paper currency, 
 repoice believe the simplest position to stand thus: 
, to whee long as the paper and specie ia circulation 
ure tad at a due proportion fo each other, the con- 


lence of the paper will always maintain 
value ; bot, whenever the quantity of pa- 
so far exceeds the specie as to prodace 
Flext dificulty'in exchanging the one for 
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Nall 


Maiestv’s Ministers are fully prepared to enter upon the discussion: | 
{; and we challenge the noble lord [Lord Grenville] to the 
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the other, the merit of the convenience is 
done away, and the value is instantly depre- 
ciated more or less. ———lIu. this country, it is 
certainly out of all proportion. ‘The Direc- 
tors of the Bank have most ingeniously con- 
trived, that in no payment, whatever be the 
stun, ever so great, or ever so small, shall 
there bea necessily for issuing any specie be- 
yond a few lua/fpence. A dexterity in 
shifiing betweenghe guinea-aod-half note ; 
(£1. id. 2 Irish) the guinea note (£1,.2 9 
Irish) and the pound note (£1. @. O Irish) 
is ail that is requisite, and will always reduce 
the fraction below a shilling.——-Hence I 
have a right to attribute the total disappear- 
ance of sierling specie, the introduction of 
counterteit, and the consequent depreciation 
ot Bank paper.——Bat, if Lord Castlereagh 
is not satisfied with this position, or disposed 
to admit ths conclusion from it, L will state 
a fact, which vo one will contradict. The 
exchange between this county aud England, 
during last week, was about 16 per cent, so 
that, had 1 wanted £100 payable in London, 
of British currency, | must have carried to 
market £130 Irish, in the national Bank 
notes; but, I did carry £105 oly, in specie, 
aod I obtained £100 British.--—lI insist 
therefore, that the depreciation of the Bank 
paper is nearly eleven per cent. Lord 
Castlereagh, however, may not call this a 
depreciation in the value of paper. By a lit- 
tle ingenious sophistry, he may, perhaps, 
shew, that it is only a preference which peo- 
ple of prejudiced minds and narrow under- 
standings have forgoldandsilver. Leaving this 
point to the ingenuity of his lordship, let me 
now ask, what could have induced the Irish 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to pretend that 
his dispatches brought him accounts, that 
authorised his assurance to the House? Is it 
because the whole trade of Dublin is at a 
stand for want of some circulating medium ? 
Or, because the business of all the public of- 
fices can only be transacted by little scraps of 
paper, with J. O. U. written on them, which 
are hafded about among the clerks? Or, 
are we to thank the Privy Council for a par- 
cel of three and sixpénny netcs issued by an 
alderman, or by a company at Malahide a 
village about 7 Irish miles from Dublin, nei- 
ther of which would have passed while any 
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spccig.was to be had? Or, are we to offer up 
to the paternal regard of the minister, the 
unteig: ed applause of every housekeeper, 
who Bes. witha guine a note to market, and, 
rather than return without something for 
dinner, must Oring home his change in a load 
of bad halfpence ? If these were! the items of 
his long - expected dispatches, I cannot exult 
with Mr. Corry at the remedies that have 
been applied; bat, I can most solemnly 
vouch for the truth of them.——In fact, Sir, 
the situation of this kingdom is deplorable 
for want of the common’means of traffic; 
ad, li is crue] that a people who are submit- 
ig to the greatest hardships with patience, 
should be laughed at in their distress. But 
to considerations of this sort Mr. Corry may 
boast a noble superiority, and, I suppose, like 
Brother Peter, he will tell the Irish, that 
they may be damned to all eternity, if the y 
do not befieve that they | ave every thing 
provided for them that can contribute to the 
comfort and happiness of a nation —— Every 
retail shopk eepet in Dublin will tell you, 
notwithstanding 
yuin, in consequence of the stagnation in 
trade. [ examined the day-book of one 
very respectable man, and 1 found that 
prior to the 2¢th of March, his weekly re- 
cepts were on an average os 53, and ‘th: it, 
since that time, they have not exceeded 
three guineas. Customers have offered 
themselves, but none with what he — 
ond for his goods.—Such men are likely 
aie put not very likely I think to pray Ais 
Mr. Corry or the Privy Council. The Bank 
have, since the 16th of this month, opened 
an cflice for the purpose of buy ng the best 
of the late silver af 8 shillin: e pi und, 
on an average, and all w ho has e it are 
obliged to submit to that loss; some indi- 
viduals havi ing to the amount of several hun- 
dred pounds worth. But even this mea- 
sure wus delayed for three weeks after the 
base currency stopped ; during which time, 
the poor who had no alternative but to = 
what'shillings they had, or to starve, wer 
left a prey to Jews and Extortioners, aie 
would give them Only tev9- nerve bal fpenny 
for each shisling, of, 4 shillings and two- 
pence in the pow tid. So that, those who 
could least bear it lost double.——TI have 
no doubt that Mr. Corry will s ay, that dol- 
Jarshave been sent inte circulation: so they 
have} and I will te!l him how, and what good 
they ‘have done. To define what is any 
pieve of coin that is said to be fn citcula: 
tion,'! bumbly conceive that it is a absolutely 
hecessary to ‘show that that piece of coin 
<*speemie value a iby the 
holt community ; either it con- 
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vid 
veys that value intrinsically in itself. 
applies to some fund appointed to red 
it at the value for which it was Se , 
whenever its currency is sents sue, 
this the case with the dollars that haye! 
sent into circulation? No, Sjr, by non 
lam sorry, on this occasion to say, oe: 
much honour has not been reflected vn any 
of the parties concerned.——A dollar ¢. 
cording to the present price of bullion, jx 
intrinsically worth four sbillings and siz. 
pone ; and, when stamped by the B: an 
England they pass for five shillings 
tish money. But here, as if the ov eople in 
trade had not already spffered enough by 
base currency that had little value but in 
its name, and instead of relieving, taking 
an advantage of the under w! Ich 
the community Jaboured, the Treasury be. 
gan by issuing dollars at six and sixpenee, 
or six shrllings Exghsh. This impos SILO Was 
soon rejected; for, in a week’s tim e, th 
were, in all trade,reduced to five; ndel leven 
pence halfpenny, or five and st txpence Exp 

The Directors of the Bank then took up the 
trade, they immediately sent to Engla 1d 
and bought up a quantily of the dollars, and 
sold them to the public for jive and sixpens 
Enslish. At the same time a paragraph 
appeased in every Dublin P ’aper, to the fol 
lowing effect: ** we are state 
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authorised to slai 
“© to the public c, that the Bank of Ireland 
* will pay and receive dollars at five si 
‘ lings and elevenpence hali penny each.’ 
—— Until this paragraph appeared, il wa 
matter of accident entirely what they woud 
go for. No man that had a doilar 1 i 
pock et could positively say » what he wa 
worth, or what he could buy. a a value 
was now stamped, not bya leyal and re 
gular aathority, i it is true, but ip such @ 
nanner, that nobox ly doubting t hat the “ 
tors of these papers hed tail iD truct Cu 
formally to anwounce the intentions of tne 
Bank Directors to the public, the) becaine 
current without di! Hevity or dispute. i 
ple of all descriptions flocked {0 purciass 
them; and, this measure did actua:'y 
on the face of it an‘appearance 0! 
But, will you not, Sir, nay, will 
Ea; sland be astonished to hear tat 
Bank of this country will not receive 0®” 
these very dollars'in payment,—— -~ 
therefére, I have doae Mr. Cory ‘a 
tice when I omitted ‘to state t this as 
sof the reliels fur which we were iné ~ 
‘to the anxiety of the privy cove ci. 
Among many others, one yah of 
arisen conspicuously ont of this ese 
The people in the market , foreseeing” 
they must some day be losers, either OY 


wf 


{ie 


—- ue 


—— 
ee = <2 es an 


“. 


b eed 





[O44 
itself, or 
"% 
to redeem 
AS iscned 
Issued, 
ucted. | 
have been 
r NO means 


~Si), 


) Sav, that 
ted un any 
| dollar ae. 
bullion, js 
> and six. 
1@ Bank of 
ngs of Bri- 
> people in 


NHtierh hw 
? 
{ 
. AM | a 


tng, lanioy 
naer which 
reasury be- 
1 sixpence, 
OSTLION We ig 
tty mM ey lie 
3nd eleven 
ence Exolys 
ae... 
took e 
lo England 
| 
+ 
f 


up ty 


nny eaco.’ 
or oP 1 Was 


th ley vould 


, r mg 
Mla 3 Hb ue 


at he was 
But a vaue 

= 
rai ai 
y 


sat the eG 


> 


instructed 


» 
} it 


= 


~ 


NS OF & 


! ~~ na 
ey pecaine 


TY) 


ute, ree 
wa ase 
bua! ly arty 
> Ol eli 
yuil not 3 
ir {hat te 
ceive back 
| thi 


Corry ye 
his as one 


' 
iphred 
. .* 


syance 

proces ng 
seeing bat 
ther by OF 





Dation was e xpressed at it. 


645] 
rman's, or Malahide paper, and having 


* onger any confidence in the dollars be- 
von 4th jr value as bullion, have, to secur 
phemsel es as gainst ruin, thought it prudent 
Bond exped lent to raise the price of their com- 
apd} PTO portion to thetr estimation of the 
ib as a shopkeeper in Bond street does in 


a lealing, between ready money and trust, 
between a good pay and a bad one. So 
* meat now is e/even-pence per pound, 
shich, ten days ago, was only nine enpence ; 
ad all other things much in the same ratio, 
Mr. Corry may take advantage of the dis- 
sce which he is at from the actual suffer- 
rs, to impose on the House of Commons ; 
but, | can assure you, that the moment th 
eport of his communication to that assem- 
ly reached this country, an universal indig- 
I should not be 

uprised if that gentleman was grown care- 
ess of the opinion of the citizens of Dublin, 
ince the failure of his friend's motion for a 
ote of thanks to him, in the Common Hall, 
‘ for kis attention in the House of Commons 
to the interests of Ireland; and I am rea- 
ly to allow, that the amendment, which 
a no less than to expunge his name and 
ert that of Mr. Foster, and which was 
atied by a great majority, was enough to 


Bisgust any centleman of his tender feelings. 


lis constituents, however, are fellow suf 
ers, and will not be ready to give him 
itch credit on a fatare occasion. I will 
ov close this letter, with assuring you, 
lough assurances are mach’ depreciated, 
wat, IN conformity to your request only, | 
id this anonymous; but, should it meet 
ith any contradiction in point of facts, -[ 
iii do ove what I have said; and if, in opi- 

, | will endeavour to controvert it. 
‘wictaron,=—-DabGa, 24ib April, 1oO04. 











THOUGHTS AND ORSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 
REVENUE LAWS, 
AND 


MORE PARTICULARLY UPON THE LAW 


IMPOSING 


A TAX UPON PROPERTY. 





Tt has been a general complaint in these 
‘"Sdoms, that the manner aod the lan- 
ge in which our British acts of. Parlia- 
‘ot have of late years been composed, are 
Mysterious ana unintelligible ; and one 
ot these written laws is frequently (in 
pearance at least) so opposite and contra- 
many to another, that the real will of the 
p'slature has been thereby rendered totally 
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incomprehensible to the common unders 
standings of mankind. 

This, it is generally believed, has beea 
occasioned by the interference of certain 
learned gentlemen in our legislative assem- 
blies, who have, it seems, found means to 
get themselves appointed as the delegates of 
Parliament, for the traming of those laws, 
This seems to be more particularly the case, 
with respect to the framing of all our reve- 
nue laws; and these revenue laws are, in 
consequence, generally more unintelligible 
than any other of the British acts of P arlia- 
ment. 

The learned gentlemen who have been 
employed to compose several of the acts, 
that were passed in the last session of Par- 
liament, seem to have discovered more in- 
genuity, and of course have been more suc- 
cesstul in rendering the will of the legisla- 
ture unintelligible, than any of their predes 
cessors. 

The law, imposing a tax upon property, 
is certainly a won-pareil in this species of 
composition, These learned, ingenious men, 
have in this act found means to bury the 
real will of the legislature, under such an 
immense mountain of words, as to render it 
absolutely impossible for any man of com- 
mon understanding to find it out. I have 
not, from the first passing of this act to the 
present day, met with a single individual, 
not even any of those honourable gentlemen 
who constitute our great legislative councils, 
who ever pretended to understand this law. 
If this be really the case, with respect to all 
those individuals who compose our legisla- 
tive councils, can this law, which they 
themselves declare, they do not understand, 
be properly said to be the will of the legis- 
jature? As all the different orders of men 
in these kingdoms universally concur ‘in 
opinion, that the manner in wuich this law 
has been composed, has rendered the real 
will of the legislature totally incomprehen- 
sible to them ; can it be reasonably required 
from the gubjects .of these, or any other 
kingdoms, that they should regulate their 
conduct by a law, which they themselves 
do not understand ? The commissioners to 
whom the legislature has intrusted the exe- 
cution of this law, universally declare, that 
they do not understand it: is it not then 
impossible for these gentlemen to execute 
the will of the legislature, if that will has 
not been made obvious to their minds? 

It is universally admitted, that there is no 
other power in these kingdoms, competent 
to make laws for the government of the 
realm, but the King, Lords, and Commons, 
in Parliament assembled, This union of 


[646° 


647) 
the three orders of the state into one go- 
verning body, is that which constitutes the 
great supreme governing principle in every 
tree monarchical government: and as it 4s 
this supreme governing principle alone that 
is competent to enact laws, it Is obvious, 
that none other but this great principle it- 
self can be competent to explain, alter, or 
repeal any Jaw which it has enacted. For 
if any individual, or any order or society of 
meno the state shall arrogate to themselves 
the power of explaining any law which the 
Jegisiature has enacted, the power of this great 
principle must evidently be thereby destroy- 
wi, and the Jaw which it bas enacted is no 
longer in force. And these persons, who 
frrogate ta themselves this power of ex- 
plaining the laws, which have been enacted 
by the legtshature, thereby impose their 
own arbitrary opinion upon the whole na- 
tion asa law, under the pretence, that this 
explanation is the willot the British legis- 
Jature. 

These learned ingenious men, having, 
Upon the mere authority of exstonr, acquired 
what they deem 2 prescriptive right to in- 
terfere ia, and direct the composition of all 
the revenue jaws, that are enacted by the 
British legislature; they, by rendering these 
laws dark and unintelligible to the common 
woderstandings of men, have thereby acquir- 
ed a power over the legislature itself, and 
have becn thereby enabled to Impose their 
own arbitrary will upon the whole nation as 
aQiaw. A very few words will be sufficient 
to prove, that this is truly the present sitva- 
tion of these united kingdoms, 

That the law imposing a tax upon the 
property of all the inhabitants of these 
kingdoms, has been composed in such an 
extraordinary manner as to render it per- 
fectly unintelligible, is a truth, in which, I 
believe, every man, ‘who has read the law, 
will readily concur. The haw having been 
thus rendered unintelligible to these ventle- 
men, who were appointed to be the execu- 
tors of it, they could net, as I have already 
shown, possibly proceed to carry it into ex- 
ecution ; and the only thing they could ra- 
tionally propose, was, to return the act to 
Parliament, and to desire, that the will of 
the legislature might be expressed in such 

iain, intelligible language, as would render 
yt perfectly obvious to their minds. ‘The 
insurmountable difficulties which occurred 
to the commissioners in their attempts to 
execute this law, have, Ibelieve, been the 
cause why the execution of this act of Par- 
liament has been delayed for so man 
months beyond the period fixed by the. law 
tor the commencement of it, 


COBBETI'S WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER, 











; 


(648 

It has not, however, been deemed neces. 
sary to return this unintelligible jay back 
to the legislature, for the PUrpose of obtain. 
ing an explanation of it, in that kind of lap. 
guage which might render its will obyiogs 
to the common understandings of ali meg, 
Some persons (who they are I know: noi), 
have, it scems, arrogated this legislative 
power to themselves, and have now given q 
kind of explanation of this unintelligt 
law, in the way of instructions to the com 
missioners, who are appointed for the exe- 
cution of it. Through these commissioners 
ail the rest of mankiod are now instructed 
in what way they ore bound to obey it; apa 
his explanation, which these mea have now 
given to this law, they have the confidence 
to expect ali the subjects of these kingdoms 
should admit to be the will and intei:ion of 
the legislature, and to yield obedience a- 
cordingly. 

3ut I shall, however, now venture to sp- 
peal to the common understandings of «ll 
men, if these gentlemen, in thus presuming 
to give an explanation of a British act a 
Parliament, have not arrogated ta themselves 
that power, which, in the very constitution 
of our government, is vested in the Airg, 
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament asst: 


‘bled alone ? And, if this explanation, whic 


they -haye presumed to give af thes actot 
Parliament, is any thing else, but theit ora 
arbitrary will and pleasure, which. they 2# 
now attempting to impose upon the nation 
as a law? | 

As these explanations and instructions 
which these ambitious gentlemen have pi 
sumed to give to the commissioners @p 
pointed to execute this law, are s0 cleat 
an unlawful assumption of a power, *!s 
they have na right to exercise; 1 beg ion 
to submit it to the serious consideration“ 
each of these commissioners; if they cat, 
with any degree of respect for the 
characters, or with any regard to fe ™ 
welfare and interest of the pation, oe 
any farther in the execution of these — 
fal instructions; and, if it be not 4 ms 
which they owe to themselves, ' ail “0 
tellow subjects, and even to re 
governing principle itself, from ng lh 
all the laws of this kingdom can 7 
proceed, to return this uniatee oe 
back to the legislature itself, 1” we 
it may have an opportunity of expat” 
own will and intention iu that cleat 1." ae 
telligible manner, which may vender 
fectly obyious to their minds. 

If a committee-of Parliament, ‘ 
of plain country gentlemen, poss 
common sense on! ys and whe have ? 
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the study of law their profe ssion, were ap- 
} p “4 : » ’ . 
levislature may find it proper to enact, we 
mgtt then reasonably expect to find the 
will of the legislature, expressed in a lan- 
guage that would rendér it perfecily obvious 
to the minds of the subjects, who are to 
obey that law. But so long as these learned 
centlemen, who have been bred to the pro- 
tession of the law, are permitted to inter- 
fere in the composition of our written laws, 
we mav be well assured, that they wil al- 
ways endeavour to render the will of the 
legislature doubtful, because, by these means, 
they are enabled, as I have already shown, 
to arrogate to themselves the power of le- 
gislaiion, and also to increase the trade of 
law. If our fegislators would only copy 
that great example which the Creator him- 
scif has set before them in the composition 
of his own law, a British act of Parliament 
might in that case frequently be found to 
require alterations and amendments, but it 
is impossible that it would ever require any 
explanation. Every man upon the face of 
this earth to whom the will of God has been 
revealed, will feel himself compelled to con- 
fess, that it is so clearly expressed in that 
universal law which he has enacted, that no 
man who has the proper exercise of his ra- 
tional faculties can possibly pretend igno- 
tance as an apology for his sins. This 
clear and distinct knowledge of the will of 
God every man must admit was absolutely 
hecessary to render mapkind accountable to 
him tor their disobedience of this 1ighteons 
liw. Vor the sake of argument, and with 
Teverence we say, that it would evidently 
lave been an act of injustice and cruelty, 
even in the Almighry himself, to punish 
nen for the transgression of a law which 
they did not understand. . Must not the 
‘upreme government of every nation upon 
earth be, therefore, guilty of craelty aud in- 
justice in punishing its subjects for trans- 
eressing those laws which it has enacted, 
and in which its will is expressed in such an 
extraordinary manner as to render it per- 
lectly incomprehensible to their minds? 
_There are, I trust, but few men in these 
‘ngdoms who will vot readily agree with 
mein opinion, that whenever any of the acts 
of the British legislature are found to require 
alterations and amendments, that the old 
law should be at ouce repealed, and re-en- 
ected with these alterations and improve- 
ments. By these means the subjects would 
be enabled to acquire a knowledge of the 
Will of the legislature, and consequently of 
the duty required from them by the perusal 
tf one law only. But these learned gentle- 
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multiplying explanation upon explanation, 
and amendment upon amendment, the old 
law still remaming unrepealed, have been 
thereby enabled so to darken and obscure 
the will of the legislature, which was, per- 
haps, clearly enough expressed in the origi» 
nal law, asto render it incomprehensible to 
the miuds of men. In this manner also, 
they have been enabled to arrogate to them- 
selves the legislative power of explaining 
the law, and likewise of greatly locreasing 
the trade of law, Of this multiplication of 
law upon law, we need go uo farther back 
than the last session of Parliament to find 
examples. 

That all mankind are bound by the law 
of nature itself to contribute, in proportion 
to their respective abilities, towards the ex- 
pense necessary for the support of that go- 
vernment, under which they live, cannot be 
doubted; because it is expressly required by 
the Creator himself, as a duty incumbent 
upon all men. ‘This being admitted as a 
truth, it naturally follows, that the only ra 
tional and equal mode of obtaining these 
necessary supplies for the support of govern- 
ment is, by requiting from every individual 
member of the state a certain proportion of 
that annual revenue which the Creator has 
been pleased to bestow upon him. And, } 
believe, it will be admitted by every man 
who will give himself the trouble to reflect, 
even but for a few minutes upon the sub- 
ject, that this sinypile tax upon income, or 
upon the annual revenues of each individual 
member of the state is the only revetive 
law which ought to exist in every well re. 
gulated society. 1 may with confidence dp- 
peal to every man of comimon understand. 
ing, if it would not be equally as beneficia} to 
him (even supposing the present mode of 
obtaining the supplies for the support of go« 
vernment, by imposing a tax upon the va- 
rious necessaries aud conveniencles of life, 
were as equally proportioned to each indivi- 
dual's annual income as the other, which it 
certainly is not) to pay the Whole of his pro- 
portion towards the support of goveroment, 
perhaps half yearly, or quarterly, under the 
name of a tax upon his annual tevenues, as 
io pay the same sum annually as an addi- 
tional price, imposed upon the various pe- 
cessaries and conveniencies of life, which he 
finds to be necessary for the maintenance 
and corivenience of himself and his funily, 
under the various names of custom-house, 
excise, and stamp duties, of land tax, house 
tax, window tax, servant tax, horse tax, 
catziage tax, &c. &c, And it.must be pet 
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men who are at present permitted to inter 
ated to compose all the laws, which the | fere in the framing of our statute laws by 
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fectly obvious to every man of common under- 
standing, that by this simple method of raising 
the supplies that are necessary for the sup- 
port of government, all the expense which 
seems to be necessary for maintaining that 
immense swarm of revenue officers, which 


nre at present employed for the purpose of | 


watching the different manufactures and 
traders in these different articles upon which 
these duties are impo ed, and for the ma- 
nagement and collection of these revenues, 
would become altogether unnecessary. The 
expenses of government in the collection of 
the revenue being thus lessened, the de- 
mands upon the subjects would, of course, 
be lessened in the same proportion. 

This simple mode of raising the whole 
of the supplies that may be’ necessary for 
the support of government, by laying an 
assessment upon every individual iv propor- 
tion to his annual revenue, (every other re- 
venue law being repealed) would certainly 
have the effect of immediately reducing the 
price of all the various necessaries of life, 
and consequently the wages of labour in 
such a degree as it is believed would amply 
indemnify the generality of mankind for 
that increased tax upon his annual revenues, 
which would then be found necessary for 
the support of government. 


Fhe present revenue Jaws do certainly 
impose a very unnatural and improper re- 
straint upon the liberty of man, which must 
of course be very vexatious to the subject. 
These Jaws also, directly oppose every kind 
of national improvement, and consequently 
prevent the natural increase of the wealth of 


the nation. These laws impose also, a very 
unnatural and improper restraint upon the 
industry of man, and the manufacture of all 
those necessaries of life upon which these 
excise duties are levied, have thereby be- 
come a monopoly. No man, for example, 
is permitted to manufacture some part or 
other, even of the produce of his own fields 
into that particular state which is necessary 
for the use of his own family. This can 
only be done by those men who have ob- 
tained a license from government for that 
purpose, and it is well known, that when- 
ever government lays a penny of additional 
tax upon any commodity, these monopo- 
lizers are in the habit of laying another 
penny upon it as an additional profit to 
themselves. That immense fund of national 
wealth which might be obtained from the 
sea, round every part of these islands, is ren- 
dered of.trifling value to the nation in com- 

on to what it would be if these unna- 
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thereby set at liberty to exercise their por. 
ral industry without restraint. 

But the most direful effect which thew 
unnatural revenue laws have produced * 
these kingdoms is, the corruption of the mo. 
rals of the people. ‘The great profits which 
may be made by those who engage in the 
manufacture of, or who deal in those neces. 


| saries of life upon which these heavy duties of 


custom and excise are Jevied, if they cap by 


| any means evade the payment of them, st. 


molate their avarice, and they are thus 
tempted by every mean 4n their power to 
evade the payment of them. This art of 
concealment and evasion is taught to the 
young men who are bred to these trades as 
a necessary part of the craft. 

In order to secure the payment of thes 
duties, oaths, without number, are conti- 
nuaily imposed upon those people who dea! 
in these articles: but having been trained 
up in these schools of iniquity, the power of 
conscience becomes gradually weakened, 
until at last it is so compleaily overpowered 
by the spirit of avarice, that its voice is no 
more heard, and false oaths are in const 
quence emitted without any _ hesitaiios, 
From the habitual repetition of these fais 
oaths, the conscience, at last, becomes % 
hardened that perjury, in these cases, is 
scarcely considered to be a crime. Pu! 
what may appear to be still more extrac 
dinary, the generality of the rest of mat 
kind, who can neither gain or lose by the 
success or detection of the frauds of thee 
men, feel a natural inclination either to % 
sist in, or at least to connive at, the attemps 
that are made by them to evade the paymest 
of these duties. But this will always be 
fouod to be the case with respect to 
evasion of every law, which imposes 49 


' natural restraint upon the liberty of mao. 


If in place of these unnatural reven0® 
laws, the whole of the supplies, necessary !* 
the support of government, were to be ra * 
by a simple assessment, in proportion lo! 
annual revenue of each individual, all he 
uonatural restraints, which are at P' ; 
imposed upon the liberty of man, and * 
these strong temptations to commit iniqv') 
would thereby be immediately done ¥*: 

But it is impossible to levy an a 
any way nearly proportioned to the * 
revenues of each individual member od 
state, or any way consistent with the eo 
liberty of man, by any of the means tbat 
hitherto been proposed, In these we 
have been enacted for the purpose of po 
ing this desirable object, the mer! 

+s dge of 
posed for obtaining a knowlcog* 
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| imposition of ‘oaths, notwith-tanding that the 


spective anriual 


et . 
Culer man who pays the high rent; and yet, 
nn ual revenue from his farm, is only charged 


equal to one half of his lew rent; and the 
other, who derives but a small reveoue from 


Paying their landlords’ demands, havea good 
deal less than no revenue at all,) is never- 
theless obliged to pay perhaps three times 
the amount of the tax which is imposed 
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amount of éach individual's annual revenue, 
gre far tov complicated, and on that account, 
they have always failed in the accomplish- 
ment of the desired object. These Acts of 
Parliament are also too strongly unctured 
with that coercive, tyrannical spirit, which 
nervades the whole of the old revenue laws 

Tue legislature has, in these acts, endeavuur- 
ed to enforce a disc'osure of the real income 
of each individual by compulsion, and by the 


old revenue laws are daily affording aunques- 
tionuble proofs that it ts impossible to obtain 
this object by such cocrcive means. But, in 
the last act, imposing a fax upon praperty, 
the rules that are there laid down for assess- 
ing ayery numerous cliss of individuals in 
these kingdoms, is evidently unequitable, 
ind in n@ case proportionable to their re- 
revenues, That class of 
men, farexample, who are engaged in the 
cultivation of the land, whose annual reve- 
ues are supposed to arise entircly from the 
profits which they make of their respective 
‘arms, after paying the rent to their land- 
lord, and every other expense for the proper 
cultivation of tke soil is, by thifs act, or- 
Gained to be assessed in proportion to the 
tents which they, pay for the fatm, without 
any regard to the profits or annual revenue 
which they derive from it, provided the farm 
has been let to them withio the last seven 
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upon the other. Is this equitable? and 
must it not become a grievous burthen upon 
many individuals ? 

Every man feels, mote or less, a natutal 
disiaclination to make a full disclosure of his 
situation to the world, however flourishing 
his circumstances may be; and, | Know vot 
no power on earth which can compel him ‘to 
do it. But although all men feel this na- 
tural disinclination to make such a disclosure 
to the world, there are, | belleve, but few 
men in these kiagdoms who would feel 
much disiuclination to have the situation, in 
which he ought to be placed in the society, 
contormably io his supposed annual revenue, 
determined by a jury ef his aeighbours, 

There are many men, who, from a princi- 
ple of avarice, would, if called upon to state 
to the’ commissioners the full amount of his 
annual revenue, endeavour to conceal some 
part of it, in order to evade the paymeat of 
the tax. But there is also such a portion of 
vanity implanted in the heart of every man, 
(and this same covetous man might perhaps 
be found to possess such a portion ot it,) as 
would make him not at all displeased to find 
himself placed by this jury of his neighbours, 
some degrees higher in the scale of society, 
than he would have been entitled to if the 
real amount of his annual income had béen 
exactly known. ‘The only rational means 
that can be employed for levying a tax upon 





years. ‘That this mode of laying on the tax | 
upon this, class of men is unequitable, and no | 
Wey proportioned to their respective annual | 
revenues, a.very few words will shew. It is 
Well knowa, that many farms have been 
taken, withio these two or three years past, 
Wwheo the prices of the produce were so ex- 
(ravagantly high ; at twice, and some of them. 
ét more than three times the reat that cther 
‘nants are pow pdying for farms of the game 
“stent, and in every respect of equai value; 
‘hat were, nevertheless, taken within rhe last 
Thee preceding the passing of this act. 
the who is paying coly one-half, or one- 
third of the rent, which the other pays fora 
farm of no more than equal value, must na- 
tntally be supposed to make two or three 
“es more profit upon his farm, than the 


ee etnies 


by this act, the man who is drawing a great 


With an assessment upon this great revenue, 


is farm, (and many it is to be feared, after 








every individual member of the stale, any 
way nearly proportioned to the amount’ of 
his annual income, and any way consistent 
with the natural freedom of man, scems to 
be, by the appointment of a certain number 
of men, in every particular district of the 
countty, who, from their known good seh-e 
and integrity, may be deemed best quahifi: d ( 
to discharge the duty imposed uoon them, 7 
and who have been constantly residing in 
that district, to act a3 a jury, for the purpose ae” 
of arranging all the iohabitauts of that dis- % 
trict, and dividing them into such a numbec a t 
of classes as they may deem to be most con- ¢ 
formable to their respective annual reve- 


— 






nues. ; 
Supposing this general’ tax upon income a 
to be adopted, and all the old revenue laws aig 





to be repealed, the man who earns his breed 
by the labour of his hands, being thereby " 
freed from every other species of taxation, if 

and the expense of the different necessaries yi 
of life, which he has occasion to purchese hey 
being thereby proportionably reduced, might 
well afford to pay some portion of the annual 
produce of his labour towards the support of 
government: aod it is the express duty of 
government to compel him to do it, inobe- 
dience to the command of God himself, who 


’ ? 
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has expressly required, that every man shall 
pay this tribute of honour and reverence to 
that government under which he lives. 

It matters pot whatsum Parliament, in its 
wisdom, may deem to be the annual produce 
or income of the Jabouring man. This, 
whatever it may be. would naturally become 
the very lowest object of taxation: and it 
would be the duty of the jury to state the 
names and places of abode of every man, 
within their district, whom they may judge 
to come under this descriprion; and state this 
as the first class of inhabitants in that dis- 
trict. Another description of the inbabi- 
tants, whom the jury may believe, is ia the 
receipt of such another additional sum of 
annual revenue, above the second class, as 
Parliament may have determined, should 
fail to be arranged by themselves, and 
termed the third class. The jury cuzht to 
proceed in the same manner, always taking 
the progressive scale of income that has 
been fixed by Parliament as their rule, un- 
til they have arranged ail the inhabitants of 
the district, and placed them al! in one or 
other of the different classes, conformably 
to their supposed annual revenue. The 
whole nation having been formed into dis- 
tricts, each of them cf such an extent as 
may be deemed most proyer, and the jury 
that may have been appointed for arranging 
the inhabitants of all these Into 
their proper classes, having discharged their 
duty, it will then only remain for the le- 
gislature to determine the amount of the 
supplies, which it may deem to be neces- 
sary for the support of gevernment for that 
year; to fix the proportion of this sum 
which ought to be paid by each of the in- 
dividuals who compose these different 
classes; and to state the deductions which 
it may deem to be reasonable and proper 
to allow to certain individuals in these dif- 
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ferent classes, cither from the amount of | 


their supposed gross annual revenue, or 
from the amount of the tax, which would 
fall to be charged upon them, on account of 
the interest of money, or on account of chil- 
dren, &c. 

It must be perfectly obvious to the mind 
of every man, that so soon as an abstract of 
the report of the different juries is laid be- 
fore Parliament, it would then be enabled 
to determine, precisely, what sum could be 
actually raised by any particular tax, which 
at might find necessary to impose upon the 
different individuals i each of these dif. 
ferent classes. It «vould, however, be al- 


Ways necessary to impose a tax that should - 


produce such a sum above what was ne- 
cessary for the support of government, as 














might be deemed sufficient to cover thoi 
deductions, which certain individuals had a 
riglt to claim. 






















































The amount of the annual interest which 
any individual may be liable to pay, for ' 
any sums of money which he may have I 
borrowed, is certainly a very reasonable de- \ 
duction from his supposed gross income; 7 
because, the real annual income upon whieh st 
he has to subsist, 1s only that which remain; b 
to him after paying this interest. The d 
amount of the deduction from this supposed Oo 
gross income, which he may be ineliced to m 
claim on this account, may, however, be th 
very safely left to himself without any sort su 
of risk that the revenue would be thereby vit 
improper'y diminished. For, I believe, it Ti 
will be readily admitted, that the generality sis 
of mankind, who are under any consider. fri 
able incumbrances of this kind, are more rec 
anxious to conceal the full’amornt of ther pe 
debts than to expose it to the world. nis 

The allowance which any man may deem pri 
it proper to make out. of his gross annual to 
revenue, to any relation who has fallen into in; 
distress, and who has been thereby render- the 
ed unable to support himself, and perhaps cha 
a large family, is cersainly a teasonable de- the 
duction from his gross annual revenues, atd 1 
ought to be allowed; because, if ‘these di- reo 
tressed people did not receive fromthe be- the 
nevolence of their friends, what is necessa'y oft 
for their suppert, they must unquestionably edu 
have become a burthen upon the nation " app 
general; and because this exercise of cha for , 
ritvis a duty, which the precepts of the ave 
gospel impose upon every christian, upo suct 
whom Divine Providence may have be his 
stowed any pertian of wealth; and, like- ther 
wise, because it is the very improvement fron 
which the Saviour of Matikind require port 
every one of his followers to make, © thal best 
talent which God has bestowed upon hit. how 
To pretend to compel this’ benevolent #2 tura 
to make a particular diselosure of thename to's 
and places of abode of every individue MAME to m 
upon whom he has bestewed such chat! then 
would be not only an act of absolute pert It 
ny, directly subversive of that liberty egh ous 
God himself has bestowed upon man; °” ane 
also, absolutely compelling every chins ve 
to disobey the precept which his Di . o- 
Master has given him, for the regulation & oe 
his conduct, who says, * take heed, tht: é ven 
* do not your alms before men, t be “ mm ’ 

: wo 
** of them: otherwise ye have 0 sh 
“ from your Father who is ™ child 


* But, when thou doest alms, fet 


not ere 
“ thy left hand know what thy ight 
** doeth.”? . ) 


That there are some wicked and co™ 
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men, who, in ofder to dimtnish the tax im- | 

i upon them, may be induced to clann | 
egeduction from theie gross annual reve- 
pues, for acts of charity which they have 
wer done: is, | admit, highly probable 
pe i ‘ ss ‘ Sy eae F . ig b } Geils . 
Ret, [must beg leave to submit it to the 
wisdom of Parliament, and to the con- 
sciences and even the common. under- 


standings of all other men, if it would 
not be more proper to risk any trifling 
deduction from the revenue, which might 


ocur from the wicked practices of such 


men, than to wound the natural feelings of 


those who are the unfortunate objects of 
such charity, or compel a'righteous man to 
violate the dictates of his own conscience. 
Toimpose a tax upon those who are sub- 
sisting wholly upon the benevolence of their 
friends, would be highly improper and un- 
reasonable. It would, in fact, be imposing a 
penalty upon the benevolent man as a pu- 
nishment for his charity, or otherwise de- 
piive him of the very object which he wished 
to gain by such charitable donations: and, 
inall cases where this is known to the jury, 
they ought not to include these objects of 
char y in any of the classes of inhabitants ia 
thet district. 

Toe amount of the expenses which pa- 
rents are unavoidably subjected to, when 
they are obliged to send their children out 
of their own family, either for the purpose of 
education in any schoo! or college, or as an 
apprentice, to acquire instruction to fit them 
for any lawful trade or profession, is certain'y 
avery reasonable deduction, and which every 
such parent should be permitted to make from 
Lis supposed gress anaual revenue ; because, 
there is no sort of expenditure whatever 
from which the nation can derive such im- 
portant advantages, as from that which is 
bestowed upon the education of youth. It is, 
however, no way inconsistent with the na- 
tural liberty of man, to require every parent 
{0 specify the names of such children, and 
to mention the particular places where they 
then reside, 

It is exceedingly proper that every parent's 
house have a reasonable deduction from the 
‘mount of the tax imposed upon him on ac- 
Count of that annual revenue which remains 
(o him for the support of his family, after all 
the deductions before stated have been made 
‘rom his gross annual income, on account of 


the children which he has to maintaia ia his 
©wo family; and that all these deductions 
should be imposed upon those who have no 
Children to maintain, because they can evi- 
dently better adord to pay it. 


hese seem to me to be all the deductions 


which any man can reasonably fclaim, if 
ery other revenue law was repealed. 
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Juries, compesed of the most intelligent 
inhabitants of the different districts, have 
certainly both means of acquiring a know- 
ledge of the particular situations of all the 
different individuals who reside io their owa 
neighbourhood, than can possibly be obtain- 
ed by any other means, or by any other class 
of men. Iu these districts, for example, 
where the annual income of the inhabitants 
arises:chielly from the cultivation of land, a 
jury of garmers belonging to that district, 
upon knowing the rent paid by each 
tenant to his landjord, a state of which 
should be put ioto their hands, would be 
able to defermine pretty accurately the 


amount of the annual protits which each of 


these tenants should derive. from his farm. 
In manufacturing and mercantile towns, ju- 
ries, composed of the most respectable mer- 
chants, traders, and manufacturers, would in 
general have an accurate knowledge of the 
particular situation of the different indivi- 
duals in that place belonging: to their re- 
spective professions, and be thereby enabled 
to class them with some considerable degree 
of accuracy. 

It might be proper in particular cases, 
where the real sitastion of any individual is 
not. sufliciently well kuown to the jury them- 
selyes, and where they know of any person 
or persons, who they bave reason to believe 
is possessed. of that knowledge to authorise 
them to call that person or persons before 
them, and question them upon oath, in what 
class they conceive this individual ought to 
be placed conformably to his gross annual 
income. 

if any individual shall conceive that the 
jury have placed him io a higher class than 
that which is proportioned to his real in- 
come, and shall choose to appeal to the com- 
missioners for relief, it will then fall upoa 
himself to show cause to the comniissioners, 
why he ought not to remain in that class, 
and in which of the other lower classes he 
ought to be placed. ‘This disclosure of his 
real situation. being a voluntary act and decd 
of his own, he can have no cause to com- 
plain, 

The minds of these jorymen ought not to 
be perplexed with long and unnecessary in- 
structions. It would be perfectly sufficient 
to require them to make oath, that they will, 
to the best of their knowledge and ability ar- 
range the different inhabitants in their dis- 
trict, aod place them in those particular 
classes which are mast correspondent to 
\heir respective gross annual incomes, from 
whatever source that iocome may arise. 

It is not at alt necessary, neither would it 
be proper, to repeal ali the present revenue 
Jaws at the same time. Tbe laws imponog 
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a tax upon land, commonly called the land- 
tax, ought to be first repealed, and the gross 
amount of this tax, before any part be sold 
to the proprietors, should be laid upon all 
the proprietors of land in the three king- 
doms, in proportion to their annual revenues 
arising from land, as determined» by the jury 
of their different districts. 1 am wel! aware 
that an objection will be started here; it 
will be said, that it would be unjust to im- 
pose a tax upon these landed promictors, who 
have already purchased their land tax. But 
the objection may be easily removed. It is 
only necessary for this purpose, that govern- 
ment should reconvey to each of these pro- 
prietors the same quantity of stock which 


they may have conveyed to government for | 


the purchase of this land tax. 

‘The next revenue laws which ought to be 
tepealed, are those by which a tax is imposed 
upon houses, windows, &c. commonly called 
the assessed taxes, and all the stamp acts; 
and the present gross amount of these taxes 
should be laid upon the proprietors of land, 
in addition to the tax imposed upon them 
for their landed properties, and upon ali the 
other classes of inhabitants who are now 
Jiable to the payment of ‘assessed taxes, in 


proportion to their respective anoual re- | 


venue. 

The remaining revenue laws, namely, 
those by which a tax is imposed upon ‘the 
various necessaries of life, under the names 
of Custom-house and Excise duties, should 
be then repealed; and, as these taxes are at 
present supposed to be paid, or at least 
ought to be paid by every class of inhabi- 
tants in the state, in proportion to their re- 
spective annual revenues : the gross amoynt 
of the present produce of these taxes should 
be laid upon the landed proprietors, and 
upon those charged with the payment of as- 
sessed taxes, as an addition to the preceding 
taxes upon their income, and upon all the 
other classes of inhabitants in these king- 
doms, in proportion to their éstimated an- 
nual revenues respectively ———a LovEeR OF 
TRUTH, 





DEFENCE OF LORD REDESDALB. 

Srr, l expected with some impatience 
to have seen in your Register a defence of 
Lord Redesdale's letters, or at least, a refuta- 
tion of Crito and the British Observer. In 
the Anti-jacobin for the last month, there is 
avery short one on the subject. - But since 
none has yet been addressed to you, I feel 
myself compelled to assume the task, al- 
though little skilled in the history of Popery. 
The pretensions to loyalty by the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland during the last war, are 
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not more contrary to fact than the pubj 
professions of their bishops to the authorig 
doctrines of that Church, the acts of the 
popes, the explanations of their doctors, 4 
the continued practice of people, priests, gp 
princes, For the truth of all which | ¢, 
now refer ‘to authentic, and allowed . 
struments. I would refer, in general tosh 
Bullarium . and Concilia Generalia, as coy 
taining many proofs of. that intolerant spit 
of popery. which commands the extirpaic 
of Heretics at any rate, The 3d chapter 
the 4th Lateran Council, is alone conclasiy 
on this subject, in which we meet with ¢ 
following order, ‘* if any tenyporal lord she! 
‘* not obey, within ayear, (orders to entis 
pate Heretics) it shall be signitied to ¢ 
pope, who shall from that time absolve ks 
subjects from their fidelity, and gives 
his coentry to the possession of Catholic. 
Sach is the precept; now for the practic 
In Queen Elizabeth's reign, Pius 5h iswe 
a bull, absolving her subjects from their a 
Jegiance, and forbidding obedience to be 
under pain of excommunication. Camden 
Eliz.,.and Hume, &c., During, the oes 
reign orders were issued by the Pope forbid 
ding the Catholics taking the oaths of alk 
giance under pain of damnation. umbet 
less writers have defended this depovs 
doctrine, as Bishop Jewel in his Apology: 
amply proved, andas his antagonist Harding 
did not deny, but justify. So Campion #0 
Parsons, priests and others of the laity, we 
employed by the legates of those days '0 
sassinate Queen Elizabeth. The Gunpov 
der-plot was contrived, by. the same ban 
Many priests were found killed at Edge! 
fighting against Charles I. . They were! 
ways conspiring against. William Ill 
Geo. I. : These,..Sir, .are notorious [ 
Nay, so late.as 1757, an act having ps 
the Irish Parliament to secure, the Protesi# 
succession, and containing, an oath of #* 
giance ;, Burke, \Popish Bishop of Oso" 
made mpon it the following obsersal 
« Would it not exceed the greatest wy? 
“ imaginable, that a, Catholic ue” 
« instructs his Catholic people in (he y* ' 
« God, from scripture, and tradilio® ® | 
discourse and. actions, and a 
“ them with the, sacrament, of the C 
“ should swear fidelity to King Georg® 
« long as he professeth an heterodos ‘os 
* gion, or has a wife of that angen - 


. then, and in that case, the same au 


. ‘are thes" 
* priest ought instantly to, adjure 
ts King, to whom he, had.before s¥o" 


** legiance,&e.” Hibernia Dominic 


_ Born to peste 


723, Cologne edit Bope’s leat on 


and you will find 
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whi 
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jar subject, in the year 1768, declaring 


fi 






‘ {he pub hot the doctrines of no faith to be kept with 
a i} F ki i a é 

1€ author aretics, and that princes deprived by the 
acts of thes oe may be deposed and murdered by 


r “tor 
doctors, t 
’ Priests, an 


br subjects; are doctrines defended and 
ontended for, by most Cathelic nations ; 


‘hich l she ' the Holy See has frequently followed 
allowed jg » in its practice. Which is very true. 
eneral toh or what Protestant does not recollect, or 
iia, a coy hat Papist dares deny, that the then Pope 
ora Spa snmanded a triumphant jubilee, and so- 
exUrpatig ema thanks to Almighty God for the 


d chapter’ 


1 CoNnclusiy 


eet wi 


ral lord shal 


“rs to 
ified 
e abso 


and give » 


Cath 


he practice 


t Bartholomew's day; when, in despite of 
Le most solemn oaths, at Paris alone 10,000 
en were butchered in cold blood, because 


tht thy 


a hey were Protestants. Neither hath this 
0 ‘ ‘ a’ . 
Ive} iabolical spirit yet evaporated, as the His- 
Wed 


tory of Irish rebellions too strongly prove. 
It will be sufficient to detail a few facts in 
the last, taken from the 3d edition of Sir R. 
Musgrave's History. The truth of whose 


Ms 
Oued 


§ Sih issue ; 
m thein a account is now fully ascertained, not only by 
igh the best evidence which such subjects admit, 
ence to be . ‘ ; 
Camden but by his having voluntarily altered, in the 
Y shane ast editions, whatever was shewn to have 
0 e fori been erroneous. The unbounded inflaence 
Ae of al of the priests over their congregations, ap- 
“ e . é « “ 
Numbe pears trom innamerable instances, but froin 
: depos hone more strongly,than that at their instance 
4 nology} these semi-barbarians left off the use of 
ie whiskey, lest in a moment of drunkenness 
ist Harding ( ) 
mpion 20 they should betray their secrets. Neither do 
(an vt I recollect an instance of any person being 
| q | f . : - 
days to killed, who could produce a written protec 


tion from a priest. Except the propensity of 


one the Irish to treason and murder be stronger 
t Edges than that of thirst, surely the influence 
y were d Which allayed the one might have restrained 
5 La pie other, If we add to this, that the Jrish 
sous. (aC Were in the constant habits of confession, 
ing past that in the South where the rebellion was 
Protest Most successful, the priests were generally 
th of imme 5¢8Cd in it; that several condemned pa- 





pists declared they were persuaded to rebel 








pao y their priésts, and therefore, refused their 
st absardi sistance when going to be executed; the 
riest ae conclusion which can be drawn is evi- 
the wil ent. Of the superior clergy the conduct of 
‘on, by B wer: was actually treasonable, of others very 
noua nbions, of none actively loyal. What ec- 
‘e Choc “'esiastical censures have been inflicted on 
cots any whom the lenity of government passed 


ods 
on? 
p Call 
, the 
sword 









pests 
¢, old 





: by? I would particularly call your attention 
e fo the conduct of Caulfield, a popish prelate, 
daring the massacres at Wexford. When- 
ever he appeared in the streets the multitude 
fell on their knees before him, yet did he 
never attempt to stem their mor. fury, 
Which a Christian in his situation oaght to 

ave done at the hazard of his life. Nay, 
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loody, treacherous, and accursed deeds of 
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from page 402, Vol. I. and other passages, 
he appears to have aided in the conspiracy. 
Nor ought we to forget Dr. Hussey’s (ano- 
ther bishop too) threats of the’yast rock just 
detached from the mountains’ brow, which 
should crash all the opposers of popery. 
Pastoral Letter, 1790. In vol. 1i. p. 455. We 
have a ktter from a loyal priest, complain - 
ing that because he would take no part ia 
the rebellion of 1798, he was silenced ‘by 
his bishop, whom he accuses of distributing, 
previous to the insurrection, ready made 
absolutions for murders to be committed. 
Neither were all the priests taken or killed 
in arms of the lowest order, or worst educa- 
tion among them. However loyal then, 
Lord Fingall and other noblemen of that 
persuasion truly were, it is not the character 
of Roman Catholics in Ireland, neither is it 
the doctrine of their decrees, councils, and 
rules. But as to the egregious charge of in- 
tolerance and bigotry in the Irish govern- 
ment, made by the British Observer, { shalt 
simply answer, that during the last 60 years, 
many laws have been enacted favourable, 
but not one injurious to the Roman Catho- 
lics. They are at present restrained from 
nothing but power. Why that is sought re- 
quires no Cidipus to conjecture. Yours, 
C.Q. April 22, 1804. 
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TO LORD REDESDALE, 


My Lorp,—The sentiments, which per- 
vade your letters to Lord Fingal, fill my 
mind with surprise and astonishment, as‘of- 
ten as I turn to that singular correspondence. 
Attached, from motives of gratitude, to the 
party that promoted you to the high rank, 
which you now hold, you have entered into 
their views, with the distinguished ardour of 
a proselyte; you have tortured your ingenu- 
ity, to render the catholics of freland unpo- 
pular; but, unfortunately for your purpose, 
you have counteracted your own designs and 
those of your friends. They appear to view 
your conduct with silent shame; for when- 
ever it has been incidentally the subject of 
discussion, not a word has been offered in 
extenuation of your proceedings. In fact, 
your statements have been proved to be er- 
roneous, your positions false or unmeaning, 
and your reasoning inconclusive. ‘The only 
argument, if it can be so called, which ‘you 
hare produced, in order to affix a charge of 
disloyalty on the catholics, is drawn from 
your own incorrect and uncandid represen- 
tation of a doctrine which you have'your- 
self sworn to support. It is unnecessary to 
exhort your lordship, whenever you should 
be again disposed to turn divine, to acquire 
a previous knowledge of the established e+ 
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ligion, of which you are an official protec- 
tor. The compassion, which the grossest 
ignorance of the 39 articles, and of the ho- 
milies and canons of the church of England, 
has secured you, will scarce'y encourage you 
in future attempts of this nature.—If I carry 
my observations still farther, on this nuoplea- 
sant subject, how will your lordship be sur- 
prised, when, afier shewing you that your 
systematic charge against the catholics of 
Ireland, is destroyed not only by your own 
principles, as a member of the established 
church, but by the avowed doctrine and 
practice of catholics throughout the world, 
] proceed to prove, that 1 stands refuted 
by hourly experience, and the evidence of 
facts. You are pleased to assert, that the 
professions of loyalty, made by catholics, de- 
serve litile regard, and are given to the 
winds, as long as the priests of the see of 
Rome, refuse to consider those who dissent 
from them, as members et the church of 
Christ. To judge, from your lordship’s re- 
presentation, of the practical effects of the 
exclusive doctrine on the conduct of catho- 
lics, without aoy other knowledge of the 
question, I should suppose, that his Majes- 
ty’s subjects of this persuasion, amounting 
in the whole united kingdom, at least to four 
tnillions, are rebels and traitors by principle, 
and incapable of maintaining those relations 
by which human society is supported; and 
that they should be destroyed by fire and 
faggot. ‘Truly, my lord, this is the natural 
and direct tendency of your lordship’s state- 
ment; for if catholics cannot be loyal toa 
proiestaut government, they deserve not an 
existence in a protestant country. Are you 
prepared to support the consequences of your 
own statement? Or do you, fora moment, 
think your representation agreeable to truth? 
Suffer me to say, without ceremony, that 
the least reflection will convince you of the 
fallacy of your reasoning. Your own ob- 
seivation, however inattentive, your know- 
ledge of history, however scanty, must sa- 
listy you, that your fine theory aust yield to 
the weight of contrary expericnce. ‘Lhe ca- 
tholics have been, my Jord, and are still loy- 
al; consequently the possibility of catholic 
loyalty is placed beyond a doubt. This 
mode of reasoning I should suppose to be 
conclusive, unless your lordship, aftet fram- 
ing a system contradicted by your own 
religious doctrines, and the observations of 
mankind, should be disposed to question the 
old axiom of the schools, ab actu ad poten- 
Siam valet consecutio, and deny that the ac- 
tual existence of an object imports its possi- 
bility.-- As to the proof of catholic loyalty, 
d beg your lordship to take a view of the 
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. the 
different states of Europe, in which, A. 
tholic religion abounds with professors, wih, 
out being the religion of the rulers. 
to Russia, to Sweden, to Denmark, to some 
states of Germany, and to Holland 
those countries you will find catholics, aya 
persons of other persuasions, living in ty 
utmost harmony and peace, and equally par. 
taking of the emoluments of the state. The 
ambassador of his Danish majesty, at this day 
at the court of Madrid, is a catholic, and he 
has, been employed by that sovereign, q 
different embassies, for a long period, wish 
the greatest credit to his character. Yogy 
lordship will find, on a cursory examination, 
that the catholics of those countries, though 
differing from their rulers in religious belie, 
are distinguished by a spirit of loyalty, which 
refiecis the highest honour on the religion 
they profess. In all my communications 
with the continent of Europe, I have not 
yet heard, that any lord high chancellor bas 
thought it necessary to read to them lectures 
on loyalty, or to induce them to sacrifice any 
part of their religious code to the safety d 
the state.-——If your lordship will direc 
your view to the transactions of our ows 
country, you will find such a display of a 
tholic loyalty, as scarcely any age or patna 
can exhibit. Examine, my lord, the CObe 
duct of catholics under the most trying ct 
cumstances, and in the most critical perigd 
of our history: scrutinize their behavioor ia 
the days of Elizabeth, on the prospect of 10- 
vasion by a catholic sovereign, the mo 
formidable at that time in  Europe.- 
Even bigotry and inctedulity have done 
justice to the excelleace of their coucuc @ 
that occasion. Review their beliaviow 
through every successive period -’ he 
present time; see their acts not 10 ee 
tial accounts of prejudiced enemies ahi 
persuasion, but in the authentic doco 
of historical information ; weigh the ert! 
of the whole body, and take sn yer f 
view of the subject, without being a 
by a mist of prejudice, with which 
oe 10 1pce 
preachers of the 5th of November, 
elegant rhapsodies, never fail to of ‘ad 
much-injured race of men}; 40 rere 
lord, and I affirm, without the ee ree 
of contradiction, that you will be fille : 
admiration, at an unexampled, and her 4 
broken display of loyalty. If your sions of 
will take the trouble to inspect the “t ef 
the great body of the Irish catho - dd 
century past, from the treaty OF © 
for instance, to the present time, ‘i fit 
find, that under a frightfol re , 
penalties and disabilities, uncer tHe ® 


burden of oppressive aad persecouns 


larged 
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y have displayed innumerable instances 
‘he most distinguished loyalty. Their 
induct is a most satisfactory refutation of 
» sophistry, by which you have, in vain, 
emptied to prove, that catholics cannot be 
a1 to a protestant government.—Suffer 
» here, my lord, to repeat my astonishment 
the extraordinary and unparalleled*con- | 
st of your lordship. That a Lord High | 
ancellor should seriously produce a charge 
disloyalty against the catholics of Ircland, 
aseries of letters to a respectable noble- 
ynof that persuasion, a charge which af- 
cts the catholics of the whole united King- 
om, as well as every catholic in the uni- 
ne; that he should ground this charge on 
specu‘ative article of doctrine, which he 
olds in common with the caibolics; that 
e sbould obstinately persist in itin defiance 
f hourly experience, and the evidence of 
acts, is an event, which, replete as the 
resent age is with wonderful occurrences, 
did not expect to witness. The more [| 
eflecton the subject, my astonishment is 
creased. —] am well assured, my lord, trom 
nequivocal appearances, that your conduct 
repugnant to the feelings of the British 
sion, and to that noble and generous spirit, 
y which this country has been long dis- 
inguished, To revive religious animosities 
sceemed ungenerous, and, under the pre- 
nt Circumstances, is attended with peculiar 
anger. It is now a favourite and prevailing 
maxim, that all animosities arising from a 
iiference of religious belief, should be 
buried in oblivion; that universal forbear- 
nce and charity should prevail, and that 
esh zeal and vigour in maintaining our 
tarest rights should be infused into every 
east. Whoever adopts a contrary conduct, 
hoever renews the exploded outcry against 
opery, and thus rouses the resentment of 
ur millions of his Majesty's subjects, who- 
vec wantonly questions the loyalty of one- 
urth of the population of the United King- 
ow, that man, whatever be bis rank, mast 
Xpect to meet with the censure of his fellow 
ubjects. Hic niger est, hune tu ftomane 
aveto.—T cannot refrain from noticing an 
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, this, mf ‘inuation against the loyalty of the catho.- 
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mallestl 3 contained in your Jast letter to Lord 





‘ngall. You represent the pope, at least 
a temporal prince, asa vassal of France, 
lc avowed enemy of this country; and 
Nder such a circumstapce, you cannot be- 
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ee : eve, that any honest and conscientious en- 
Limedid ‘vours will be used by the catholic clergy, 
yoo » diffuse among the people sentiments of 
” of pa ryalty to a protestant government. Such 
be seve 'Nsulting declaration I should never have 
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to another. Have you yet to learn, my 
lord, that the obedience, which catholics 
show to the head of their church, relates to 
spiritual concerns only ? and that their loy- 
alty to their sovereign, is wholly unconnected 
with the temporal power of the pope? 
‘Under every vicissitude of this power, they 
have maintained firm and unshaken their 
fidelity to their sovereign : and what possi- 
ble ground can you allege for such a charge? 
Is not the known conduct of Dr. ‘Troy, Dr. 
Moylen, Dr. Coppinger, Dr. Dillon, and the 
rest of that respectable class of catholics, an 
explicit and actual disavowal of such an ac- 
cusation ® Hadl been the author of this 
unjust insinyation, I must confess, [never 
should, after such an occurrence, have lifted 
up my head in the presence of a catholic 
clergyman.— Permit me now, my lord, to 
take my final leave of your lordship for ever. 
I have examined your Setters, with at least 
as much attentiva as they deserve; I have 
corrected your mis statements, I have refoted 
your reasonings. I hope J have afforded 
you such a lesson for your future conduct, 
as will prevent you from recurring to a si- 
milar proceeding ; and J trust shall never 
have again to perform so unpleasant a task, 
Tne Bairish Onserver, dated 2616 
April, 1804. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 
PROCPEDINGS AT A GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE SOCIETY OF SHIP OWNERS OF 
GREAT-BRITAIN, HELD AT THE LON- 
DON TAVERN, ON THURSDAY THE 22D 
DAY OF MARCH, 1804. 

Rogert Curttno, Esq. in the Chair— 
The Secretary read the report of the Com- 
mittee, stating, “ That the Committee deem- 
ed it necessary to reqoest the attention of 
the mecting to the several objects which had 
been noticed by them since their appoint- 
ment. —— The Society, it was to be observ- 
ed, was instituted iu 1502, m consequence 
of the depreciated state of the shipping in- 
terest, and the various imconveniencies to 
which Ship Owners were then liable. Their 
first and most inyportant object had been to 
endeavour to convince the King’s ministers 
of the impolicy of imposing any direct tax 
on shipping: and they are satisfied, that in 
case an investigation into the actual state 
of the navigation of the country had taken 
place, and which was so earnestly desired by 
them, much of the distress which is conti- 
nued to be felt by the shipping interest 
would have been avoided; their stdtements 
would have been found correct, and not fal 
lacions er exaggerated, as they were 80 in 
dustrion:ly represented to be ; and the coun 
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try would not at the present time have had 
to regret the injurious operation of the ap- 
plication of so new a principle of taxation in 
a maritime country, the continued suspen- 
sion of the Navigation Act, and the emigra- 
tion of many brave native seamen, who are 
cither now in the employment of America, 
or jn the service of the enemy. ‘This ob- 
ject the Committee had not been able com- 
pletely to attain: they, however, hope, that 
the frequent recurrence to these points, and 
the repeated intimations which have been 
given to many of the members of the legis- 
lature on the subject, will occasion, at no 
distant day, a parliamentary inquiry into the 
actual state of the navigation of Great-Bri- 
tain. The Committee forbear at present 


commenting further on these most impor- 


tant objects to the country, or to expatiate 
more fully on the present depressed state of 
the shipping interest and the causes which 
have occasiened it; they are too obvious to 
need enumeration, and the ultimate ruinous 
consequences to be expected from them can 
only be averted by a strict adherence to the 


provisions of the Navigation Act, which our | 
ancestors considered ‘so essentially requisite | 


to the glory and welfare of the empire, and 
by affording to British Ship Owners such 
facilities as will at least enable them to na- 
vigate their ships upon an equal footing 
with foreigners. ——- The other subjecis 
which had come before the Committee were 
the following, viz.—1st. The serious incon- 
venience many Ship Owners have felt, and 
still continue to feel, from being obliged to 
take out licenses and give bonds to the 
Commissioners of his Majesty's Customs, 
from the particular construction and build 
of their ships. The subject was considered 
of so much consequence, that it had been 
referred to a sub-committee to take the same 
into their consideration, and point ovt not 
oaly the several inconveniences resulting 
from the regulation, but the means by which 
they might be remedied, without any injury 
whatever to the revenue ; and to report the 
same to the Committee: accordingly a me- 
morial had been presented to the Lords 
Committee of Trade on the subject; but 
the Committee are sorry to observe, that 
their lordships have refused to make any 
alteration in the regulations of the Commis- 
sioners of the Customs.——2dly. The next 
subject which had been submitted to the 
consideration of the Committee, was the 
claim recenily set up by the Trustees of 
Ramsgate Harbour for payment of the har- 
bour dues on colliers returning in ballast 
Coastwise, and from Guernsey or Jersey : 
and the Commitice bad, at the request of 
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the Ship Owners at Sunderland ana Scare 


borough, taken the opinion of a very emis’ 


nent lawyer on the subject; and jt appeared 
by that opinion, that the Trustees were a 
warranted by the act in demanding the har. 
bour does on colliers returning in ballag 
coastwise, or from Guernsey or Jersey, a 
before stated. Io consequence of that opi. 
nion, a case had been by consent submitted 
to the consideration of two of the Judges 
and now remained for a second argument, 
—-3dly. Another important subject which 
had been submitted to the Committee, was 
the rates of pilotage from the Downs to 
Gravesend, and from thence to London: 
and as the several acts respecting the pilot. 
age from the Downs and Orfordness to Lon. 
don will shortly expire, a Sub-committee 
had appointed to take the same into consi- 
deration, and to report to the Committee 
what, in conjunction with the Lord Warden 
of the Cinque Ports and the Elder Brethren 
of the Trinity-house, they may think will be 
most proper to be done in that respect — 
4th. Another subject of the greatest mag- 
nitude to the Ship Owners in the Port of 
London, which had engaged the most ser- 


‘ous and anxious attention of the Committee, 


was the disputes in the autumn of 1802, be- 
tween the Ship Builders and their workmen; 
and in consequence of the manner in which 
those differences had been adjusted by the 
builders who had applied to the Committee 
on the subject, the Society bad at a general 
meeting entered into some resolutions ¢x- 
pressive of their disapprobation of the mo- 
tives of the Ship Builders which appeared to 
them to have led to the conclusion of those 
disputes. —— 5th. The Committee had, du 
ring ‘the last session of Parliament, deemed 
it expedient, from motives of public cut), 
to oppose the duties which were attempted 
by the Bell Rock Light- house Bill to be i 
posed on all ships passing the line of = 
latitude of Bell Rock, on which a igo 
house was proposed to be erected, 80 far & 
such duties would have affected the er 
trade ; and it appears that the dates wor 
were to have been charged, would bee: 
produced upwards of £10,000 per 200.” 
to that light-bouse, bat for the rogle 
terference of this Committee. —— 5th. . 
Committee had likewise obtained, in the ‘ 
session of Parliament, an exemption ~¥ 

payment of the duties (usually calle i 

dues) imposed on all ships entering '™™ 

or clearing outwards from the port o ot 
don in kala’ by the Act for the Imp wi 
ment of the Port of London, which, 
the fees, &c. ainounted to upwards of £4 a 
In addition to rhe of 
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ore stated, nisny other matters had been 
-Jentally submitted to the consideration 
the Committee, who had not been tn- 
sdful either of the peculiar situation of 
ay Ship Owners, whose masters had in- 
vertently Jost or mislaid their Mediterra- 
an passes 3 or the many inconveniences 
hich had arisen from several of the regu- 
ions adopted at the West-India Docks, 
t which, from the explanations recently 
ven by the directors, they were led to be- 
se will be in future avoided.—— The 
mmittee flattered themselves, that the 
ipping interest of the country will be most 
steriaily benefited by the permanent esta- 
ishment of the society; its principal ob- 
i being to give effect to the old maritime 
inciples of the country, and the esteblish- 
eats which have arisen out of them. The 
nmittee have not thought it necessary to 
tice particularly the various papers and 
cuments which they. had printed relative 


) the Tonnage Duty ;. but beg leave to refer 
them, and again to declare, ‘* that their 
t investigation of the several subjects which 


had been submitted to their consideration 
since the establishment of the Society, 
had been conducted with the greatest 
impartiality, and that they had not been 
on any occasion influenced by private 
views or party feeling ; and, that their 
auxiety to give permanency to the esta- 
lishment of the Society, arises from no 
other motive than a due sense of justice 
to their country and to themselves—a 
high sentiment of the national import- 
ance of the shipping ioterest, and the re- 
membrance that to it is to be attributed 
ihe glory and greatness of the British Em- 
pie.” ——~ Resolved unanimously, That the 


cport of the Committee be confirmed. 





eee 4 


ARTILLERY OFFICERS. 
Sin,—-In the numberless letters inserted 


bh your Register, there has not been the 
ightest notice taken of the Ordnance. 
Wiery which forms so importint a part of 
e lolerior strength of the empire lies, I 
‘ow not why, completely in the back 
Found, compared to the high estimation 
ars countries hold theirs in. 
sit to be a matter of regret, that ax ar- 
‘ery officer in our service, afier devoting 
re early part of bis life to the stady of his 
olession, should, when he attains a perfect 
howledge of it, be thrown aside. 
PC in some very rare instances, the fact is 
nictly trae, A young gentleman after re- 
‘ving a Classical edpcation, is entered a 
eet at Woolwich Academy, about the age 
fourteen ; before he receives his commis- 
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sion, he must go through a tedious and la- 
borious course of mathematics and fortifica- 
tion, he 
with the French language, with drawing, 
fencing; and every liberal art that adorns 
the gentleman, and forms the true military 
character. With all these qualifications, 
and uniting a perfect knowledge of infantry 
movements with his own professional skill, 
the artillery officer when he arrives to the 
rank of second colonel, about thirty years 
experience and service, in nearly the prime 
of his age, and with all his faculties in full 
vigour, is thrown aside as. useless, and inca- 
pable of further duty. The rank of colonel 
of a battalion is a decided death-blow to his 
military hopes; and, when in other coun- 
tries, generals who have been brought up to 
the study of artillery and engineering, are 
preferred in consequence of their scientific 
skill; here, when that rank is obtained, it 
obliges the possessor to put on a brown coat, 
a round hat, and to sit down the remainder 
of his days as well as the disappointment of 
his dearest hopes will allow him, I am, 
Sir, yours, &c.—MILEs. 








SIC ITUR AD ASTRA. 

Mr. Cossett,—I, who now address you 
from the Oxford Coffee-house, Strand, have 
been settled for some years on a college 
living, about ninety miles west of the me- 
tropolis, where I keep constant and canoni- 
cal residence, except that | generally con- 
trive an elopement to town for a week or 
two in the spring, to take my seat very so- 
berly at a concert or an oratorio. I can do 
this without much difficulty, as being, to my 
misfortune, an old bachelor; but I have a 
friend, the incumbent of a perish adjacent 
to mine, who, amidst the cares and pleasures 
of domestic life, has been for these fifteen er 
twenty years, rivetted to his little abode in 
the country—which he would not have 
yuitted now, but that he found it impossi- 
ble to obtain, otherwise than at the foun- 
tvin head, a satisfactory answer to some 
queries he had to submit to the Commis- 
sioners under the Property Act, respecting a 
sum of money which he holds in the funds, 
parily for himself, and parily in trust for 
others. The case, which is by no means in- 
tricate or complicated, might possibly in- 
terest your readers, were I to give them an 
abridgment of it. I think 1 might com- 
press the question into six or eight colamns 
of your next Register-Extraordinary, if you 
would grant me the privilege of your small- 
est type. Well, Sir, at my worthy friend's 
request, I agreed that we should come to 
London as fellow-travellers. I anticipated 





must be thoroughly acquainted . 
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with pleasure his amazement at the revolt- 
tions which time, trade, and taste, had ef- 
fected in the metropolis ; and having lived 
to be astonished at nothing myself, I was 
perfectly contented on the present occasion 
10 wonder at second-hand.——His curiosity 
gratified, he began to think, a little reluc- 
tantly, on the business which had brought 
him to London, and in return for all the 
raree-shews to which | had introduced him, 
he begged me to accompany him to the 
office newly established in Threadneedle 
Street, where cases such as his are adjusted, 
Indeed, Mr. Cobbett, I was very amply re- 
paid for my trouble ; cand he must have been 
singularly entertained by West-India Docks, 
Shakespeare Galleries, Invisible Girls, Irish 
Giants, and Panoramas, if his amusement 
counterbalanced mine.——I fear, Sir, you 
are yourself a very obdurate offender. I 
fear that you very seldom are led to inspect 
the edifices in the neighbourhood of the 
Loyal Exchange. But were-you at ali open 
to conviction, fam sure you would admire 
the mechanical wonders the place in 
question, as much as the Trojan hero, when 
cast on the shore of the rising Carthage, was 
struck with the wonders of their Biasa, the 
prototype of ours. 


s 
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Miratur molem Ereas, magalia quondam ; 
Miratur porias, trepitumq@ue, ct strata viarum, 


friend first entered this ma- 
gic saloon, as his mind was more fally oc- 
copied than mine, he paid very little atten- 
tion to the scene around him, and abruptly 
inquired of one of the clerks, if he might 
speak to his principal. ‘* Certainly, Sir,” 
was the reply. © Go to the gentleman in 
“* the wig.” To the gentleman in the wig 
he went, and had no reason to complain of 
an uncourteous reception. It would be easy 
to name this good man, but, perhaps, not 
delicate—shall we say, a breach of good ua- 
ture, and a Breach of good manners ?—— 
The question which my companion had to 
submit to the decision of official sagacity 
being, a8 I said, perfectly simple, the worthy 
commissioner, with the assistance of two sub- 
altern clerks, was able to give him a satisfac- 
tory answer ina trice, I scarcely think that 
an hour and fifty minutes elapsed, while re- 
ference was made to the act, and te its sa- 
pient explanation, before he obtained com- 
plete information as to the object of his in- 
guiry.——J, meanwhile, was a very “ near 
ebserver™ of the curiosities around me ; and, 
at first, having in my cazly days been more 
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than a smatterer in mathematica! eae 
I began to calculate into how many thon. 
sand recesses, cells, divisions, and subdivi, 
sions the interior of the edifice ws par. 
celled ; but its extreme height, its compli. 
cated mechanism, the small size of the let 
ters of reference, and the constant tOterryp. 
tion of anx'ous querists, confused my ai. 
tempt at investigsting in detail what | stil} 
was able to admire in a general survey — 
Imagine, Sir, a rectangular room, somewhat 
less than twenty feet in height, completely 
fitted up with p'geon-holes, on the plan of 
Parkinson's Museum, (or such as were hy. 
mourously assigned to the Abbé Sidyes for 
nests of revolutions) adapted to receive re. 
turns, appeals, certificates, and questions, 
from, as I believe, every parish or district 
in the kingdom. In order. to facilitate ac. 
cess to the upper regions, five or six step 
ladders, enormously high, are arranged i: 
one corner of the office, by means of which 
the “ gentleman in the wig” and his fellow. 
labourers may be enabled, in a moment, to 
ascend to the most aerial place of referener, 
——l] am sure, Sir, had you witnessed the 
scene as J did, you must, at least, have beea 
struck with the sublimity of the place—at 
the same time it must be confessed, that it 
a little smells of the lamp —the original idea 
having probably arisen from the feats of the 
geotry, who towards the close of day s0 
nimbly perambulate the metropolis wit 
their portable ladders, which they charitably 
mount and descend, to bestow i!luminations 
on their fellow-citizens.——Be this as it 
may, and let the public opinion be divided 
as it will with respect to the qualifications 
necessary to forma prime minister, it ca 
no longer be a questionable point, thet! 
very considerable degree of agwlity, «n um 
veriiginous head, and a light pair o! heels 
are absolutely requisite to qualify bis mina 
satellites in the fiscal department for 4 pr 
per discharge of the duties of their ¢lcs 
station. Alowing them to be possessed 
these necessary qualifications, I concev? 
the office to be not without its agreme™ 
The state figure-dancers cannot but 
amused by the transitions from cool calculi 
tion to warm circulation—from seden's!y lo 
salutary employment— from ranving : 
sum to running up a flight of steps. a7 
true, that their delicacy may be hott, * 
their esprit du corps @ little shocked at a 
so often put over one another's heads ; vet 
excel in these ingenious and skilfal 
formances may. in time become #9 '™ 
— 
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laudable ambition, and from ‘‘ the gen- 
-yan in the wig” to the lowest, (perhaps, 
| say the dighest) clerk in his depart- 
| ‘ry one will be tearpted to exclaim, 
if | become not a ladder as well as ano- 
ther man, a plague on my bringing ap !” 
_jy the mean-time, though it must oo 
| hands be agreed, that the parties in ques- 


sve 


IVEY ame . are highly exalted, their situation at 
somewhat appears less to be envied trom iis 
ompietely ation, than to be pitied from its danger : 


e plan of s ] know that the’ Weekly Political 
were hu- ster forms a constant part of many a 
se yes for eat man's reading, I wish to suggest, be- 
eceive tee re] conclude my letter, a few propositions, 
questions, ly, as I think, to remove many of the dif- 
or district ies attendant on this ‘ painful pre- 
ilitate ac. inence.” J was half tempted to inquire, 
resix step ' Premier, by way of experiment, had 
ranged in niured to ascend any of these ladders him- 
vot Which I, and soar into the higher regions of 
his fellows ancial machinery; but 1 recoliected the 
ident forbearance of Dr. Chiron at the 
purtof Thetis *, and deemed the inquiry 
boccessary, I could not help, however, 
log for. the awkwardness with which 
xe be-wigged and be-spectacied gentle- 
n must in the first instance enter on the 
lies of their office. 
rise—perchance to fall—aye, there’s the rub. 
lis cr ick'd! crush’d ribs! there’s the respect, 
which makes 

¢clerk, all trembling, in some corner lurk ; 
dsiua the dread ascent 
: But these, Mr. Cobbett, are only spots 
the sun; little moles on a beautiful face, 
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sli fications ich may rather be considered ‘as oma- 
er, it cao ding than defacing it. You, who en- 
nt, that § ‘0 so profound a respect for “* the old 


lady in Threadneedle Street,” wi!l be the 
‘to admire this plenteons provision for 
uonied stores, white, like the queen-bee, 


y; an ule 
ir of heels 
his minor 


for a pro- nay deposit in-every geometrically-fram- 
. Pita. } 

ir elevatt cell (the nectary of ber sweets) her mys- 
rssessed “Sg, a8 a precious germ of fuiure taxa- 
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— Hine, nescio qua duleedine leta 
‘ogeniem et nidot foweat—mira arte recentes 
tcudat ceras, et mella tenacia fingat. 






dentary 7 l once remember hearing the ’squire of 
og ps Parish say, that while he was resident at 
ps. It of the courts of Germany, he was highly 
hurt, # ved by examining the closet in which 
d at a Cclebrated Leibnitz once carried on his 
ds be brations. It was a sort of hexangolar 
ilfal pe » With little apertures for the adniissiun 








ad a tiron advised Madam Thetis to take, 
- her poorchild in the Stygian lake— 
: ‘he wary old Doctor was not such an elf 
VCr te veatuse his carcase himselt! 
New Bath Guide, p. 48. 
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of light and air, entirely surrounded, even 
to the lining of the door, with litle pigeon- 
holes to receive the sage’s ideas, so as to be 
at every moment embodied, preserved, and 
classified. Near the public library’ where 
this curious piece of mechanism is shewn, is 
a bust of the philosopher, under an elegant 
cupola supported by pillars, with @ simple 
aud classical inscription, comprised in two 
werds, “ Gentro Leipnirzir.” When omy 
friend pulled me by the sleeve, and told me 
his business was adjusted, I was in the act 
of fixing, in my imagination, on a spot un- 
der this mystic roof, where the features of 
your friend the Doctor, cast in lead, or 
hewn out of a solid block, might be most 
happily introduced, with the \ell-earned 
tribute of applause, ‘* Genro Appinc- 
TONI.”———But to my proposals, for [ feel 
that I have trespassed {oo long on your pa- 
tience.--—First, [ would institute a gymua- 
sium for youth, designed to fill the othice of 
clerks under this establishment, where 
adepts in the ladder-dancing art might, by 
degrees, teach them the mancovres of their 
perilous profession. Io the case of the well- 
known probationary odes, M. Delpini filled 
a distinguished station, as assessor to the no- 
bleman who awarded the prize—a similar 
office should, in the present case, be awarded 
to M. Bologna, or some other of Mr. Ast- 
ley’s great men, burnt out from over the 
water, and now displaying their talents to 
the amusement and edification of Goodman's 
Fields. Five years might, perhaps, be con- 
sidered as a sufficient time of probation— 
from which a rateable deduction might be 
made in favour of those ingenious youths, 
who had already exercised ther talents in 
the services of lamplighters, bricklayers, or 
chinoney-sweepers, er whose early life had 
been, spent in the agility of naval ladder- 
climbing —-— Secondly, as improvement 
must in this case be progressive, in order to 
provide for the immediate emergency, I 
would recommend, among the many bun- 
dred of extra clerks which the existing sys- 
tem will make necessary, that some of tke 


figuranti trom the Royalty Theatre, from 


Sadler's Weils, from the Royal Circas, and 
other places of a similar description, should 
be engaged in the service. A good pair of 
heels, if we may believe the proverb, seem te 
remedy the defects of a bad head; but in the 
present instance | beligve it would not be dife 
ficult toestablish the position, that the statute 
under which they would be called on to act 
is equally intehigible to the capacity of every 
one of his Majesty's liege subjects, from the 
highest to the lowest.——lIn favour of my 
third proposition, the yoiee of philanthropy 
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speak’ so loudly as to supersede all necessity | see 
| 


for discussion. Closely atljoining to the 
scene of danger, | would recommend the 
establishwent of a board of surgery, or a 
sick and burt office, where hamane and ex- 
perienced practitioners should be constantly 
in attendance, with bandages, plaisters, 
salves, poultices, lancets, truniquets, trapans, 
&c. &c..in order to afford immediate relief 
to the unhappy.sedierers, who must inevit- 
ably fromtimnt to time meet with accidents 
in. she discharge of their duty. On the same 
principle it might be proper to found an 
hospital, or college, for maimed and invalid- 
ed calculators.———Lastly, as to prevent is 
always better than to remedy evils, I would 
fain have it submitted to the Society for im- 
proving the Condition of Chimney-sweepers, 
to offer a liberal premium for the invention 
of some meehanical process, by which ac- 
cess might be had to these dangerous heights, 
without putting in jeopardy the lives of so 
many of his Majesty's liege and valuable 
subjects, “In the mean-time it might not 
be amiss to make interest at Drury Lane 
Theatre for the adaptation -of the rope 
and pulley  machivery, which you, Mr. 
Cobbett, and the public in general, have 
admired this winter in the spectacle of 
Cinderella, by which the ‘* geatleman in 
the wig” and his co-adjutors might be gently 
and safely raised, so as to form any given 
angle with the horizon, and with equal safety 
aud gentleness let down to the ground again, 
like the chubby-faced cupids at the theatre. 
The effect would be picturesque—the appa- 
ratus might be easily introduced, and the 
PROPERTY-MEN, in one case, retained to 
serve the public in another, under a similar 
denomination.——J| Jeave it to wiser heads 
than mine to expand and improve on these 
plans, concerning which I have only sug- 
gested the hasty ideas that occurred to me 
In a visit not exceeding two hours. You, 
Sir, who do not seem greatly enamoured of 
the political and financial measures of the 
present moment, wil] scarcely give me cre- 
ditfor haying seriously approved this ladder- 
sysiem; but, smile as you may, nothing can 
be more true than the assertion, that what- 
ever may. be his opinion of the. wisdom 
which set i¢ up, your present correspondent, 
who is somewhat corpulent, aud a little ad- 
vanced in years, would be the last man in 
the King’s dominions, whe would wish to 


run it dauna.—-—lam, Sir, yours, &c. &c,— 
Anti-Cutmax. 
—_—~ 
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sident at the Court of London, dated Soth April 
ss] 


The experience which all Europe must have had 
| of the conduct of the government of France 
| would have induced his Majesty to treat gop 
| charges;which might» have been brought by them 
against bis gove:oment, with: silence and cop. 
| tempt, if the very exttaordinag: and unauthorised 
_ answers which many of the ministers of foreign 
| powers have thought proper to return to a recent 

communication of the Minister for Foreign Afrir, 
| at Paris, had mot given to the subject of that com. 
| munication a greater degree of importance than it 
| would otherwise have possessed. His Majesty has 
therefore commanded me to declare, that be trusts 
it cannot be necessary for him to repel, with the 
| scorn and indignation which ic deserves, that moe 
unfounded and atrocious calumny, that his 80- 
vernment were partics to any project of assassina- 
tion; an accusation most falsely and calumniously 
advanced under the same authority against mem- 
bers of his Majesty’s former goverament in the last 
War; an accusation inconsistent with his Ma- 
jesty’s honour, and with the known character of 
the British nation; and so completely unsupport- 
ed by even any shadow of proof, that it may justly 
be presumed to have been brought forward at the 
present moment, for the sole purpose of diverting 
the attention of Europe from the contemplation 
| of that sanguinary deed which, in violation of the 


| Law of Nations, and of the plainest dictates of ho- 
nour and humanity, has been recently perpetrated 
by the dire& order of the First Consul ot France. 
That his Majesty's government should dist- 
gard the sentiments of such of the mhabiants ot 
France as are justly dissatisfied with the govero- 
ment of that country; that they should refuse 10 
listen to their designs for liberating their county 
from the degrading yoke of bondage under which 
| it now groans, or to aid and assist them as fsr a 
_ such designs are fair and justifiable, would be 10 
consistent with the duties: which, wader circum 
stances like the present, every wiseand just [0 
vernment owes to itself ami to the world ' 
general.——It is. an acknowledged: right of bel! 
gereat powers to avail themselves:ot any discon 
tents existing in the couatries! with) which ot 
may happen to be at war. The expediency © 
acting upon this right (even if the right wes 
any degree doubtful) wouid, in the present wr 
most fuily sanétioned; nor only by the act 
state of the French nation, but by the conduct r 
the government of that couatry, which, ever vom 
the commencement of the present war, has ge) 
tained a communication with che disaffected 
Majesty’s dominions, particularly i Eeelands * 7 
has aétually assembled, on the coast of a i 
body of Irish rebels for the purpose of pee a 
designs against that part ot his United King: . 
Under these circumstances his Maj¢*!) ae: 
vernment would not indeed be warranted nee di 
going their right to supporr, as far as4s aor . 
with those principles of the Lawot Nations 
all civilized governments. have hitherto 4° all 
ledged, the cfforts of such of the ep 
France as may profess hostility to its pre 
vernment. They feel, in common with a 
rope, an anxious desire to see pscibiaken 
country an order of things, more consist of sof 
.its own happiness, and with the seer ace 
rounding nations, Burt if this caane 
plished, they are justified om the ipple 
ples of self-defence, in endeavouring 10° cams 
exertions, to distract the operations, 
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UF 
ond the projects of a government, whose avowed 
act of warfare is not merely to distress the 






st have had Lmmerce, to reduce the power, orto abridge the 
Of France isminions of its enemy ; but to carry devastation 
treat en odruin into thevery heart of the British Empire. 
tht by them in the application of these principles, his Ma- 
E and cop. bw has cuvected me further to declare, that his 
dauthorised averament have never authorised any one act 
OF foreiga ich will not stand the test of the strictest prin- 
tO a recent ‘oles of justice, and the known and avowed prac- 
eign Affairs ce of all ages—If any minister accredited by his 
f that com. Maicsty to a foreign court, has held correspon- 


ence with persons in France, with a view of ob- 
ining information of the projects of the French 
vernment, or for any other legitimate purpose, 
- has done no more than ministers ander similar 
ircumstances have been uniformly considered as 
paving aright to do, with respect to the countries 
th which their Sovereign was at war; and much 


ince than it 
Majesty has 
at he trusts 
l, with the 
$, that most 
hat his 20- 
f assassina- 


lumaious!y es than the ministcts and commercial agents of 
Linst mem- rance in neutral countries can be proved to have 
t in the last lone with regard to the disaffeéted in parts of his 
h his Ma- fajesty’s dominions. In conducting, therefore, 
haracter of uch a correspondence he would not in any degree 
unsupport- ive violated his public duty. A minister in a fo- 
! may justly eign country is bound by the nature of his office, 
ward at the duties of his situation, to abstain from all 
of diverting nication with the disaffected ia the country 
templation » which he is aceredited, as well as from any act 


nurlous to the interests of that country; but he 
s nut subject to the same restraints with respect to 
hose countries with which his Sovereign is at war. 
lis acts respe&ting them may be praise-worthy or 
lameable, according to the nature of the acts 
themselves; but they would not constitute any 
olavon of his public character, unless they mili- 
ed against the peace or security of ‘the country 
‘which he was accredited. —— But of all govern- 
hents pretending to be civilized, thet of France 
as the least right to appealto the Law of Nations. 
ith what confidence can they appeal to that law, 
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er circum 40, from the commencement of hostilities, have 
idl just 50 cain the course of constantly violating it? They 
world 1 romised their protection to such of the subjects 
yt of belie England as were resident in France, and might 
my. discon desirous of remaining there after the recall of his 
phich they ajesty’s ambassador. ‘They revoked this promise 
redicncy of thout any previous notice, and condemned those 
she were 10 'y persons to be prisovers of war, aud still re- 
ent case, be in them as such, in defiance of thicir own engage- 
the adual eats, and of the universal usage of all civilized 
conduct of Rions. They applied this new and barbarogs 
pever since le even to individuals who had the protection 
‘has mai Md authority of French ambassadors and minis- 
ted in his ‘at foreign courts, to return in tafery through 
eland, and ance to their own country. They gave diree- 
‘France, 4 bus that an English packet should be seized in 
inhing ther he of the ports of Holland, though their ambas- 


| Kingdom 


‘or in that couutry had antecedently engaged 
iesty 5 §° 


“t, until potice to che contrary was given, the 









ed in fore ckets of the respective countries should pass iu 
consistent fety.—They have detained and condemned a 
ons, ¥ ‘selina French port, which was sent there as a 
o ackpow ter of indulgence for the purpose of conveying 
bizants ther the Freneh governor of one of the several 
weesent fo ‘nds which had been. conquered by his Ma- 
h all Ee ‘y's arms.—Their proceedings with respect to 
ex) in that ferrison of St. Lucia have not been less extra- 
stent with , ary. The prineipal fort of that island was 
iry of so cn by assanit, but the garrison was allowed all 
be accom Privileges of prisoners of war, and suffered to 


ced to France ‘apon an understanding that a 
*Portionate number of English prisoners should, 


Teturn, be set at liberty; yet notwithstanding 
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this indulgence on the part of the British com- 
mander, to which, from the natuse of the case the 
French garrison could got have the smallest pree 
tension, not a single English prisoner has been res 
stored to this country.-— Such has been the con- 
duct of the Preach government with respect to the 
peer with woum they are at war. What has 
een their conduct to those with whom they have 
remained at peace’—I!s there a treaty they have 
not broken?—Is there a oacighbouring territory 
whose independence they have not violated ?—!t 
is for the powers on the continent to determine 
how long they will tolerate such unparalleled 
outrages: but is it too much to say thatif sucha 
course of proceeding on the part of any govern- 
ment can be suffered to continue without resist- 
ance or eontroul, there must soon cease to exist 
that salutary system of public law, by which the 
communitics of Eurepe have for ages maintained 
and enforced the sacred obligations of humanity 
and justice? I have the honour to be, with the 
highest consideration, Sir, your most obedicnt 
humble servant, &c. &c. &e. 


Note fram the Baron de Montyelas, Minister of the 
Elector of Bavaria, to Mr, Drake, dated Munich, 
Mareh 31, 1804, 

The Undersigned, &c. has, the express com- 
mand of his Electoral Highness, to communicate 
to Mr. Drake the annexed printed papers, and to 
staie to him that the originals in M.. Drakes own 
hand writing are now before him. His ‘ilectoral 

Highness js deeply penetrated with grief at the 

discovery that his capital has beea the centre pomt 

in a correspondece, which is so inconsistent with 
the mission which his Excellency Mr. Drake was 
invested at this Court; and he owes it to the dig- 
nity and to the welfare of his subjects, to declare, 
that from this moment it is ampossible for him to 
have any communication with Mr. Drake, or to re~ 
ceive bim at his Court. Already two of his 

Elegtoral Highness’s subjeéts, who are compro- 

mised ia Mr, Drake’s correspondence, are arrested 

at Munich, because they have acted im a manner 
inconsistent with the law of nations The Un- 
dersigned is likewise charged to deciare, that his 

Electoral Highness knows too well the noble and 

Magnamimaus sentiments of his Britannic Majescry 

and the English nation, to suppose that their con- 

ducton this occasion can be liable to the smallest 
reproach, They will hasten to declare themselves 
directly to his Majesty, and to deposit in his bo- 
sum the profound eriel they feel, while they with- 
draw their confidence from the minister, who was 
appointed to represent his Majesty at this Court. 

The Elector is perfectly convinced that his Britan- 

nic Majesty will, on this occasion, necessarily so 

paintul to him, see a new proof of the high esteem 
he entertains for his Majesty, and of that good 
will of which he has given so many proofs to the 

Elegtoral House, 
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Second Report of tne Grand Judge, rapecting the plots o 
the pis hier Drake, Mceerf gy ane 2 
Munich, anit of the persen named Sponcer Smith, Mi- 
nister from England, a? Stutgard, agaimt France, and 
the person of the First Consul, dated Paris, April t1, 
1804, and signed, REGNIER. ; 
Citizen Fiast Consvt, My conjectures are 

verified. Mr. Drake isnot the ouly agent ot Eng- 

land whose political mission is merely the plav- 
sible mask of a hidden ministry of seduction and 
insarreQion. i havé the honour w place before 
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your Cycs, ea atin te ove that Mr. Spencer 
ome iplomatic agenrot Fngland ia the states 
of Wartemburgh, atre: the example of Mr. Drake, 
ha: ae 'p c¢ mse ty INCE ‘ is arrivy at! nm! ce 
of residence, only in stituting his publ \- 
sitter, his influence, the gold of his govern 


which tormed the al ¢ Of Hts Qi] t1¢ 
Tr ren l present to the First Consu enig- 
miatical letter, w nister has \ ten 10 
M. Lelevre de Saint Rem’, ome of his agents in 
i ands this agent, spy, emigrant, and who ha 
received his pardon, was already known to the po- 
; ; but before I had any one ot the parts of his 
correspondence with Mr. Spencer Smiuh, I knew 
by eT norts, that when he was about to ob- 
tain bis amnesty ch he procyred in Pluviose, 
T | quitted Seez, his place of birth, in Nt- 
vse, the same vear, io order to ao to Cambray; 
and that, onthe 2d of last Frimaire, he had gone 
10 HM Nland, thereto serve under the name of Pru- 
cau, ana ft tollow there the d ire mot 
a Fronchkman anda spv, named Le Clerc, whom 
the British mipistry supported at Albsbeville, and 
iat of an accre ed py, Named Spencer smith 3 
whom, for the purpese of cevering his designs, 
thai same munistry had invested with a crpl mae 
in chara¢ter @e (he prece Dg Desc ae 3 «XC. i 
further i "a papers ¢ wiv numerous, and 
rot less it re, seized on the spy at Abbe- 
ville, that Mr. Spencer Simiti:, before he aquitted 
] ba iy nad ce ered moto ec wmtirmate con- 
nex “uirh a eeneral committee of Espronace, 
catatiished by the above administration, and the 


oft which was cnttustecda tore A} be i= 


tcl, thet be had demanded ari ovtat: 


committee a conndentiaat secretary named Perr. 
cane, wo was (0 foliow ine ecret correspane 
denee, and to receive and communica'e all the ne- 
cessary documents tothe agents in Po'tland, the 
spies on the coast, and the conspirators in Paris. 
Yhe letters to Lehevre, the credit for 2c00 Louis 
Gorse giveronthe house of Osy at Botte dane the 
cy pher, the cnigmati: letter, No. m, are ot the 
ea. d-worog of this Pericaud: and thus ic wil] be 
seen, thar Mr.S pencer Smith is cone to his resi- 


deoce with all the exrenor of a di 
nister from England; that rs to sav, 
thetic inks, watch-words to commun 
the spice, bills of exchange to Ler 
vwrees, and a confidential intermediare agent, to 
fo low vn their proceedines and to direet them, 
cotmmitt 


matic mti- 
with semorn- 
with ub 


icate with a!) 
rewatd their 


ing homecif.——It is nece 
Drake. ‘lhe 


wathe ut 


ssaryv to 
once more to Kir 


yecur (wo reports 


wtich ! before you, Citeren First Consul. will] 
pyve yOu an accouut of a missin to thut minister 


by Cotiven Rosev, Captain 
tlre oth regiracnt of the 
hor } 

burgh 


and Admtane Mator of 
in farri Hat Otrus- 


wes very w“ | moe te 


“~ 
Moe 


n Nir. Drake 


who 
rentral, W how is to 
Craw around him the 
Ww von; i 


ploy as agent of a pretende 
stir up four departments, to 
bee ich army, toe overthro 
instal in if 


veriument, to 


, : 
stead a democratic :. 


cirectory, and f 


t.. TT =. \ .* - . r 

Hauyro purthts pazatum of power, and all France, 
at the ciscretian of the By hil h rovernment,—— ] 
should Hhesitat present tO you tnese m nstroms 
’ A. ; er ; 
alisurditres, +f ] had noerto lav hefore yoy an oOft- 
ee letter trem Mr. Drake, backed | y con ider 
: » & i 

’ 


able sums of gold, counted by My. Drake, ane 
posited at my othce hy € ‘itizen Rosey. 
ter Serves as a proof of the accuracy of the reports 
mt the French agent, and ought to be published, 
because the ouious particulars which it contaiss 
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Phos lee- 
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give additional coloming to the picture ef 
i . ‘ * y 
which Mr. Drake has hims 


elt deline ated 
cendiary diplomacy, 10 the firse 
- tf TY 


Mf Aha replied to the cd 


Dalit of 
: 
sponcentcc —— twiks i 


renerdt 
z' lcral. 
Voy 


Ie acknowledges the receins 

with his credentia's. He cono: 
t! Ts harn 

ittee 


SISTING 










en eral presides 5. 

ot ealarge further on (his point’ 

res avd Lerehe follows the Srst Vari 
~ 7h. ar mom » ! 

edecessor VM ickham) tnact p! Viole 

ecure two stiong place 2 


¢ tial 4) AL 


a 
> 

. 
centiv, ° are quite cou 
n 


' . | 
Snouidgd & 


mecanms, and Stras burg possible.—8y 

only could they depend upon a sure eon ; 
tion. Then would Mr. Drake take his re e 
nearthe Rhine, and it will suffice nr rm 


mnimecdiate'y of the moment fixed for co 
: 
tne 


farther assistavce wall be 1 


the operations, and of 


prec jeC Del 


ece:siry, aswell a 
the amount of the succours required, the: ’ 
have time to -take measurcs to provi 
same, aod that the operations may on , 


Want 





of support, 


most important point is net che taku 
aud securing stages for the 2 ar ; 
dies. Fist of all, we must disorganize the. 

Mr. Drake complains of beng fete: r ' 
the progress which the agents of the c : 
have made to gain over some among them; . 
trusts to their zeal. He SuppOSses, Wal Cence, 
that the atsempts tried with this yiew have: 
pirtely pene bs and that they are ceitainot a 
powertal diversion from that quarter; without 
I isan, he sale gusthy declares, y ur operations ¥ 
be cont ed to Cause three or four departs! 

rise, Which can never succeed upon the 

on the supposition that the First : 
power over his troop sufitcient to mak cm 
march epainse you.——The disquietuce, it ¥ le 
easy Lelieve l. is the prevat mg } 

Drake; i seizes him, it 0 pies him conus 
however, he has found an adairable expcdie 
recover his courage. © You should, sa) 

‘ oiler the soldiers a sma'i increase of pay vcyesd 
‘ what they receive of the picsent goverument 
VW orthy disco ery of a corupt min ster, at ag 
vernment which weighs with gold every ste 
and every human aficction! Nothing, ac 

them, can resigt this s gold, whi ch r¢ above ey 
thing; and the French army, making hovov' 7 
idol, attached to ir by the glory ot a thousand Dae 
ties, and of ten years victories; this army, "9" 
spurns seduction, because the seduccrs al 
duced are the groeate<t cowards: this ermy,.4 : 
yiclding to the attraction of a wretched irc’ 
pay, shall sacrifice whatever is most Geet 0" 
ts mest honourab’e recolicctops; 1m sel i 
goveroment, its liberty, to the airrec , 


rgemy of their coun: cry! What haurror! we: 


ness'......1 shall not be more prolm : 
disgusting details besides, to 3m ist i > 
nation which the political and Mri’, 
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indig , ' 
jects of Mr. Drake inspire, igre dotaen ’ 
honeur : they are both ridiculous and 22" 
an eminent degree; a and 1 think cit 'S ag 
propriate puaishment for him, to ge od 
contempt and ridicale of the pa tblic the en po ge 
of this minister, szill more credulous al w. 
ward, and more weak-than wicked.— °" 
lish minister, such as Mr. Dreke, c#79°! 
nished by obloguy. This can only ht “tbe 
who feel ihe price cf virtue, and koow that 
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Vr. Drake is proud and vain Ihe 
. er missions must have made him 
§ ’ vetous. Fle witl be punished, when 
‘ hat the revolrt of the tour deparr- 
ttureof Huningen, the seduction of 
; t rberation of Pichegru, Moreet!, of 
&. his confederates: the eXistence of 
y swtic Committee; in short, the talents, 
b- crelit and projects of this demagogue general, 
‘ lowed with a sublime cloquence, an 
re, and whois quite disposed to et- 
hi the overthrow of France, are 
, which the Prefect of Strasburg 
. his simple lulity. -de will 
ed. when he learns that all his bulletins, 
t to Londo I extraordinary 
t e ommu anal i to es ery covrt, hawked 
y the Loglish ministers as far as Constan- 
.e ye, 4 if which traces are found even in the 
Parliament, were fabrications, and 
: {nothing eicher tr wr probable; that 
yowere tral ncted to him, they had 
injcated to the agents ot the Police of 
blushed on dine them; and could 
PVEr. the ( er from theit Surprise, oo seeing that {2- 
with so litle care and trouble, could 
fu : 1 Mr. Drake, and serve as a basis tor the 
1 1, and calctlatioas of the cabinet ——-Mr 
rmcd of PD te wil be puaished, when he shall know, that 
, his gold, his correspondence, those of his 
, | , the spies ar Rotterdam, Abbeville, Pas | 
¢, B,cnd Munich, are the sport of men, who, by ap- | 
¢ Com: hing him and his colleague at Sturgard, by 
tain ot a - ‘their steps; -and by sr idying their cha- 


vt t ive féarned and «an teach Europe, that a 





ons a y, which renders itselt despicable by ore 
id byahe conduct of its diplomatic agents, 

inspire exber fear or contidence in the go- 

4 of the Continent; and that the oh seg 
ke them pee and corruption, which that ministry employ 
will le Pweapons to intimidate or lead astray the Coun- 
M wereigos, do now finda powerful antidote 

ipua € airs “Overy Ooi the mé¢anness, the immorahty 
dien t lity of their di plomucy. ——-Concerning 
ays | Spencer Santh OV hates strong reasons to think 
od Bal Che oper ations entrusted to lim are nor con- 

( - tl tw these plots: that he daccts the trents 

. taking place in the Canton of Zurich; 

y avon dissuisbances, by which that miserable 
‘gain agitated, are owing two hiS sold and 

c every BS inn Ci.- Crizen First Consul, perhaps I 
; is ess the bounds of my funétion; but I must 
aie i, with that trtiith which you love-to hear, 

yy wach mance tunpot seffer a hostile power to estab! ish; 
re territory, accredited agents, whose 

ry, 1 Salty CIDA nit 100 38 to carry dis rd to the bosom 
Sublic. You are at the head of «a nation 
to it, ‘ enough, strong, and brave enor igh, to o'ytain, 
rt, v8 urtight, an absolute neurralitv. You have 
cae oy y commanded me wot to suiler that cou- 

; acits te ftamed ta any part of our immenst 
. P 'OTY, agaiost ally existing governmrnt; and 
’ . redy, during the short so; ace of time clapsede 
aty | Lhave been entrusted with the administra- 
oo muck ' of the polree, have I repeatedly annulled 
yhsure 19 ‘“''fations which threatened the King of Na- 
very 70" and the Helv See; 1 have ptiretied as far as 
ip to tHe ‘ourph the forgéers of Vienna bank-nores All 


rerpriz * facts have proved how sincere your wish is 
established governments against every 
 prepagandas and piots. Why slonid you 
‘ave the right to demand an entire reciprocity 


ore ave" cure 


-_ 
| 
’ 
. 
. 


rify mee \ the States of the Ge rmanic Enipire? Why 
ie “4-4 Sivaich, Stutgard, Eutcalicim, and Friburg, 
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have (he raght of remain 1g the -eritre of the cone 
soiracies, which England never ceases to form 
acainst France and Helvetia’———These objes 
deseive your utmost sulicitude, Citizen First Con. 


sul; and I dure ro tell you so, because this privi- 
lege belongs to the Chief of Justice, aod the most 
in this respect forms part of 
your first duces ——-!t may be objected, I know, 
that Enp! a triendly power, has a rmght to 
send minr$.ers tothe Electors of Bavaria, Baden 
and Wirtenburgh. But English diplomacy i 
composed of two sorte of agents, whom all the 


t ‘ 
Continence well know howto distinguish. Such 


seriou artention 


’ 
’ 


. 


ministers as Cornwallis and Warren, are never ace 
credited but for honourable missions, to maintain 
2 good uoderstanding between nations, and to 
repulate the grand interests of policy or of com- 
merce; whilst the Wickhams, the Drakes, and the 
Soencer Smiths, are known throughour F urope as 
the artificers of crimes, whose cowardice § pro- 
tected by a sacred character. Ll will say more, the 
presence of these contemptible arents is very 
mortitying to the Princes in friendship with 


and the Courts ot ! 


France ; Muoich and Stutgard 

caonot support, without disgust, Drake and Spen- 

Smith, whom numberless reasons render sus- 

pected of a very different mission from that which 
by their official 

demand that 

Bavaria 


cer 
Is announced title. In conse- 
yuence of the 
the Flectors of 
driven trom their state 
Freach who 
whose ! 
waft, and 


you have made of them, 
and Wirtemburgh have 
impure remains of the 
their country, and 
d the calamities of civil 
have granted 


: the 


are cnemics to 


satred has surviw 


the pardon which you 


them. Let them equally drive away these artifi- 
cers of € spiracy, whose misston has no othet 
object But to reanimate the iatestine dissentions 


fresh discord on the Conti- 
+}; . 

1 to suffer an 
at the return of politi- 


ndot all chose which 


of France; and to sow 
nent. Ovghe 
equal alarm wth our¢eltes 


not our ne ~wure 


cal tre yubles, a horrors of war, 


can be profita’ i¢ only to that nation which is the 
enemy of every other? [I demand, in the most 
earnest manner, an levery ducy Lowe you, Cihizeu 
First Consul, nmpels me to m ke the request, that 
the cabinet mov take such cifetual meas , that 
the Wick: ’ , the Drake’s, aud the Spencer 
Smith's, may not be received by apy power im 
friendship with Frauce, whatever may be their 
title or character; men who preach up arsassinze 


bles 5 the agents of 
revolt against all 


tion, aud fomcnt domestic (rou 
corruption, the misst 
established gcovernmenuts, aie the enemies of 
states, and of all governments. ‘The law of na- 
tions docs nor exist forthem. 1! have fulfilled my 
duty, Crozen bicst Consul, in exposing to 
view, the facts which prove, that Drake and 
Spencer Smith, exercise upon the Continent, the 
same mission with which Wickham charged 
during the last war. Your supreme will 
ao the res $3 
tenors of the mission with which That 
the Cc 
the Lower 
England te Munich. 

Wn the roth Venrdse, after having recived 
from the hands cf the Prefect of the Lower Rhime, 
the instructions of Mr, Muller, I quitred Siras- 
burghto goto Mr. Drake, Minister ot Englacd, at 
Munich. On the iIeth Latrived at Augsburph, 
and sent how two lecters, of which 1 give the 
a 5 oe : 

Sia, a | have 


ies of 


ner 
haat 


your 


was 


wisdom 


; ? ’ 
heen chavocd by 
ourstilor cf Srate atd Prefect of the Departm nt of 


, r 
Rhine, near Jr Drake, Minister from 


heen charged hy Mr. Muller, 


with a Jetter which L shall very much wish go give 


oh. ae 
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into your own kands. Will, you, therefore, have 
the goodness to name the day and hour thar will 
be least inconvenient to you. I have the honour, 
&e. On the 17th in the morning, finding that I 
did not receive any answer, I departed for Munich; 
on my arrival [ wrote again to Mr, Drake as fol- 
lows: 








SIK, During the four days that f remained 
at Augsburgh, | have had the honour to address 
two letters to you, and | presume that you have 
not received them, as no answer has been sent to 
me; will you, Sir, let me know the hour when I 
may hope to deliver to you in petson, that which 
Mr. Muller charged me to deliver to you.—i have 
the honour, &c. 

As soon as he had received this letter, he sent 
forme to come to him immediately, and that he 
expected me. I accordingly presented myself to 
Mr. Drake, as aid-de-camp to a republican gene- 
ral,and delivered to him my letter of introduction, 
and the tenor of which was as foilows: 

Sia, The person who will deliver this note 
to you, has been appointed by the company to ad- 
dress you, some days since, as my organ; he has 
the entire confidence of those who send him; and 
I beg of you to consider what he may say as the 
sincere expression of their sentiments. The most 
agreeable part of his commission, will doubtless 
be, to assure you of the devotion of the company. 
Permit me, Sir, to add, the assurance of the high 
consideration with which 1 have the honour to be, 
&e. MULLER. 

He had no sooner read this letter, than he in- 
quired what news there was in France, and how 
things wene on in that country? I answered him, 
that the moment of triumph for the jacebins was 
arrived; that every one was of opinion that a 
moie favourable occasion to attempt something 
against the government would not be found, than 
that which now presented itselfi—* What can I 
do for you? tell me what are your views? what 
do you hope to accomplish? have your general 
and your committee formed any projets ?>—— 
Perceiving this to be a favourable moment, { pre- 
sented him my plan of operations, which is the 
same as that noted down in the minute of my in« 
structions, After having read it three times with 
attention, he said to me—‘ This is a very good 
plan, bat 1 do not observe many fortified towns 
among those that you describe, and it is to those, 
however, we must pay the greatest attention,’ 
I named the place of arms, and the citadel of Be- 
sangon. I represented to him that this town was 
very strong, and that we were certain of finding 
there a large park of artillery and ammunition of 
every kind — Have you horses for your arti 
lery ?’}—~* We are assured of having them.’ That 
is very well, but take care to use dispatch, and 
mever strike till you are sure of your blow; but 
ia case it should fail, can you retire to Mount 
Jura? Can you find a secure retreat there, and be 
certain of defending yourselves for a long time ? 
in this inserwal, the other departments, in which 
you have already formed a party, will produce a 
diversion, After having paused a moment, he 
hastened to fetch his map, to discover what towa 
of Germany was nearest to one of those that we 
were to occupy, in order (he said) to render our 
communication more prompt, and to give every 
mecessary assistance. This plan merits, on my 
part, the greatest attention, and it has my hearty 
approbation. To-morrow, or the day after, I 
shall write to your general, and I doubt aot bat 
you will he the bearer of a very satisfactory an- 
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ception.‘ Your business is, 
written to your 
_ every reason to 
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swer.’ Mr. Drake then spoke to me of p. O 
gru. I asked him if it were his opinion uy..." 

was in France? He said, certainly not pe ™ 
extremely well acquainted with him, and , _ a 
man of merit; but he is too cold and too he . ) 
to be engaged to take sucha step; be sme ‘ 
that he is at this moment in London, and ie “ 
gate that opinion every where. As to Geo t. | hy 
positively know that he cannot be at Per . ae 
have received letters from persons in Londoy r ' “a 
had seen him the moment betore they wrote ty id 
me. I have informed him of the report; whit as 
have been circulated of a continental war: ih > 7 
described such an event as the most terrible bin mite 
that could happen for the jacobins, as thy hae 
would establish the government for ever,’ ; B res! 
said im answer, ‘that there were Strong reasons ack 
to justify the expectation, that Russia would be ing 
prevailed on to declare against France.’ He cop. we 
versed at considerable length on the Projected you 
descent on England, and at the same time was Ove 
very prodigal of injurious expressions agains up 

the First Consul; and it was in vain that he equi 
dissembled the fear which affected him, re. list 
specting the descent and caterprising geniy cept 
of the Feench army. He spoke much of Mr. Mule trust 
ler. 1 answered him according to my instruc. nera 
tions, that I had not seen him, &c. and that] whic 
knew positively that he was gone to the army of whe 
the coast on a very important mission. He smiled wil! 
with an air of satisfaction, and said to me— (a disp 
my learning the arrest of Moreau, | wrote to Mr, end, 
Muller to.come to me, with orders to forward the meni 
letter to him wherever he might be; nor cao! were 


conceive why it has been delayed. 1 am, hov- of 1. 


ever, certain, that he is in Germany; for one of Geor 
my triends writes me word, that be has not o0'y prop, 
secn but spoken to him ; in short, | expect to see day's 
him every day.’ I am very glad to tell you, that lieve 
this Citizen Maller dogs mot possess a very great rome 


degree of confidence; he goes rarely to the com g'u; 


mittee, which is a matter ef great complait. shoal 
* With respect to that, I desire you to tell your tunir 
general, that when I sent him iato France, 1 4 whicl 
merely to form a cor dence, bur not to re be fu 
main there as he has done, for he ought to have gener 
been returned these two months. He has also '- sent 

will b 





formed me by letter, of every thing you tell me 
and even more, that the committee had accuse 
him of having received funds for another revo. 
tionary commit ee, of which 1 have no know'e:s 
whatever. If 1 have not remitted more fund: . 
isy 1 must avow frankly, that I did not cleat 
understand the project of your commitec. Som 
time since it was communicated to me by leitch 
that four departments might be incited to int 
rection, and that I was to send them: pias 
operations. I ask you, however, if i were ‘°° 
sonable that I should do, so, as 1, was Be re 
quainted with their means, and what they “if 
qualified to execute. Now, things, arc vey 

ferent, and I have a clear insight into then ‘. 
shall, therefore, employ myself most willing 


owa : : . : atm 1S- 
giving all the pecuniary aids whichare a ™)" 























posal ; may have an entire, reliance 0° 
come wi dine yith me, thereforey oF — . : <p 
four o'clock, and you will find .your ispat ne 


ready.’=On Friday I presented. myself - ms 


Mr. Drake, when he gave me a most grec, 








use 







~ : , ipt 
is not visible, but I presume that, he has 4 — 
to make it so. If be did not kaow it, Mr ™ 
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Ppicion, 


fs5] 
ler would communicate it to him. You will also 
recommend him not to bem too great a hurry, 
r my first advice was to ware tll B. was depari- 
or Boulogne, and on the point of embarking 
You wil! make you! general feel the necessity at 
cciting pessessioa of Alsace, but principally of 
Huoinguen, and the citadel of Strasburgh; ah! 
waat a blow it would be if you could obtain those 
two places ; | could come nearer to you, and 
could give you pecuniary succour; there would 
then be no delay tn our operations; we could act 
in concert, and ewery thing would proceed infi- 
nitely better; it is also of great importance to 
have a large party at Paris, for without that the 
rest is nothing ; you must get rid of B— YG 
acknowledge my fears at this moment of betray- 
ing the liveiy indignation which agitited me), He 
proceeded :—* It is the surest meags of obtaining 
your liberty, and making peace with England. 
Que thing I recommend to your general, to stir 
up parcies of every denomination; they are ail 





F equally important to you, whether they are roy- 


lists ar jacobins,&c. You must, however, ex: 
cept the triends of B-—-—, whom you canuot 
trust, from the fear of being betrayed. Your ge- 
neral must also set at defiauce the proclamations 
which the Consul will nor fail to have circulated, 
when your insurrection shall be commenced; he 
will say, that such and such departments had a 
disposition to- rise, but that it is entirely at an 
cod, which will be done to alarm the other depart- 
ments, and prevent thém from acting, for such 
were the means Employed to extinguish the war 
of La Vendée.” (A report Was spread abroad that 
Georges was affested, and a similar rumour was 
propagated respecting Pichegrus; for though this 
day's gazette antiounces his arresr, I donot e- 
lieve a word of it. Itis very possible to seize on 
tome unfortunate ‘person, and say that it is Piche- 
g'u; itis a matrer of great tmportaace, that you 
should tell yours general to take the earliest oppor- 
tuniy of indicating to me one or two towns, into 
which I may sedd confidential persons, who shail 
be furnished with funds, at the disposition of your 
tcnera!l. Two cor theee thdavand Lodis may be 
sent himeat astimes* It is’ gold; I’ believe, that 
will be most ¢6avenienf'ts him, as 1 cadnor send 
him paper on Paris without giving case for sus. 
You will remit to him thede fout bills of 
exchange for geo francs, Or rosPig HWPES (bs! 6d. ; 
itis all the paper t Nave been“dble (6 proture on 
Paris. L have just written to Mri Sipich, at Srar- 


if2'd, to colleet ali the funds im his power, in order 
that the operations may not tanguish for Waat of 


money. If, however, you will waitirill Wednes- 
ay, You may carry with you a mote considerable 
Im."——! answered him that my general had cx- 


Pressly ordered my immediate retirra, and that it 


was impossible for me to wait. ‘Lf your general 
tnds you again, or any other person, you will tell 
em to send them directly to nie; an apartment 
i] always be ready for theay, “|! live ont of the 
own on purpose, for Pam surrounded with epiés+ 
‘ery motion of miné ‘is watthed.*4— A proyos, 
feplied, ithad esésped i) mefhary to TAP you 

f the report, thatyou afe abdut to quit this town 
nd return fo England } 
i by your government,” abd I “Aéclare that the 
NewS greatly wilicted mé.- tt is trie shat Mth 4 
Sport has prevailed) tue’ T Catinot explain’ the 
“se of it: dome ‘time since I fdranhed my 
‘use, and having demanded of the “tome Se 
inventory of the goods which he had supplied 
with, it was immediately thought that | was 
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to hear 
he ex-~- 


ic Cone 


the same time, that We hoped very soon 
news from my gencral.’—-—Such were 
pressions made use of by Mec. Drake im | 
versation which we had relative te my mission, 
The plan o, leuer of Mr. Dtake, written ta sym- 
patheuec ink, the lc.ter which was addressed to 
me by the name of Lefebvre, the receipt of the 
post-masters of Kiinstadt, of the letter addressed 
to Mr. Smith, at Stutgard, with the four biils of 
exchange, have bern sent to tlic 
(Signed)—Rosgy, Adjutant-Major, Captain of the 
gth Regiment of Intantry of the Ljnc.—-—-Srras- 
burgh, March 22,5 18 >4. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS, 

Mr. Daake.—— This unfortunate gentle- 
man has, it seems, been ordered to quit the 
dominions of the Elector of Bavaria, who 
has caused him to be officially informed, that 
the honour of the Elector and the welfare of 
his people have compelled him * to declare 
“to his excellency, Mr. Drake, that from 
“ this moment” [see the note, p. 678) © it 
“ will be impossible for him to have any 
‘ communication with his excellency !” 
But, the most important passage in this 
note, is this: the orrarmnars of the letters 
published by the French government, as the 
letters of Mr. Drake, were, at the time the 
nole was Wrillen, IM POSSRSSION OF THE 
ELector. It wes, then, rightly confectur- 
ed, last week, [p. 620), that Mr. Drake 
would not thank his friends for making his 
guilt, or. innocence, as to (he charge of 
abetting assassination, rest upon the ivsue of 
an inquiry respecting the arshenti: tty of ihe 
letters attributed to him by the French.——— 
In the second report of the grand judge, Mr. 
Spencer Smith, our minister at the court ot 
the Elector of Wurtembareh, is included in 
the'charge ; and, ‘itis stated, in the French 
papers, that Mr. Smith fled from Sstatpard 
afier having burnt all kis papers, while, at 
the same time, Mr. Drake was fleeing from 
Munich, on foot, to avoid falling into the 
hiunds of a party of gens-d’armes, whom he 
understood to have left Strasburgh for the 
purpose of seizing. him.---+When it wazs 
stated, some time’ago, in the Ttegister, that 
oor thinistérs Would’be chdsed off the Conti- 
nent, the expression was need frouratively : 
it was, only a ew months back, scarcely to be 
conerived, that British ministers: at nevtral 
conrts would be dicrally chased from the do- 
fhitiioris of those courts; that they would 
dctudlly be hunted home,,as beasts of prey 
are huated to. their dens, Nor, if we are 


“~ 





to form an opinion fromthe setond report « f 
the grand judge, will thishunting be conti: ~ 
| ed to the two unfortunate diplomatists abuvc- 
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abdut 5 take my departure; but never fear, my 
triead, this feport is without the least foundation. 
—He' tet me out bya little secret door, and accon 


paniéd m¢ tothe gatcs of the towa, telling me, at 
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named. This high judicial person, this real 
™ trauly creat character,” observes to Buo- 
napa té, that it wil be impossible for France 
to suffer an hostile power to establish, on 
neutral terri:ory, accredited agents, whose 
principal mission is to carry discord to the 
bosom of the republic. ‘ You,” says he, 
‘€ Citizen First Consul, are the head of a 
** nation great enough, strong and brave 
* enough, to obtain, as vour right, an ab 
* solute neutrality.” Then he reminds the 
Consul, who, it would seem, has a shor 
memory as to ihese matters, of the hea in- 


stances in which foreign ¢ itors and plotters 
have been driven out France, since the 
establishment of the ms Evi power; and, 
though the yadge does, indeed, make no 
nention of, or allusion to, the Irish centle- 
men, of whom Lord Hawkesbary speaks, 
he roundly asserts to the First come who, 
he says, dearly loves to hear the trut “‘that 


** the Consuls wish is most sincere to secyre 
‘* established governments against every kin 
‘* of propagandas and plots."——-— Ail this, 
however, seems intended merely to prepare 
the Consul for what follows; to wit:— 
“ Why, then, should you not have a right 
“to demand an entire reciproctty from the 
** states of the Germanic empire? Why 
should Munich, Stutgard, Ettenheim, and 
“ Frburg, have de right of remaining the 
** centre of the conspiracies which Eogiand 
never ceases to fori against France and 
“* Helvetia?” The grand yO Ive allows, how- 

ever, that “it msy be sai id, that England, 

*‘ as a friendly power, has a rightto send 
‘ ministers to the Electors of Baden, Bava- 
“ria and Wurtemburgh ;” bot, after hav- 
ing argued the matter a little, he concludes 
thus: ‘* Therefore, 1 beseech you, in the 
‘* most earnest manner, and every duty | 
** owe you, Citizen First Consul, impels me 
** to pnt up the prayer, that you will take 
* speedy aud eftectual measures, that the 
* Wickhams, the Drakes, and the Spencer 
‘* Smiths, may not, under whatever title or 
‘ character, be received by any power in 
“* friendsbip with France.’——If a bag of 
Mr. Drake’ * guine as had dropped down upon 
the table before this “ tra! y great character,” 

I doubt whether it would not have interrupt- 
ed his pious invocation, if oot have puta 
stop to his prattiing altogether. But, in- 
deed, who does not perceive, that the paper, 
cytitled a Report of the Samnd Sedge , iS, asin 
ailsimilar cases in France andelsewhere, the 
produ tion of the cabinet? And who does 
not think, therefor e, that the passages, above 

quoted, prove that it is the intention of Buo- 
naparte not to sulfer us to keep ministers, or 
diplomatic agents of apy rank or description, 
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in any of the countries, over which he }s 
an influence? That such would be the 
sequeuce of the detecting of Mr. [); 
little intrigues was predicted, in t! 
the moment the. detection was 
These letters,” was it observed, |p 
‘‘ will serve strongly to corroborat: 
‘charge, which has been made 
England, which will now be io 
‘* lieved all over the Continent, and which 
“ behef will facilitate the prs oject of the 
“ French for cutting off a connexion, ever 
Sg drone}. (ti plomatic nature, Sabisain | 
“< la nd and the states borderin & upon / 
« Tt will draw round the latter anot! 











‘ 4 —_ ° ‘i . 
‘ otstates hostile to us; and, thus, the pro 
“ yect of the “ safe politicians” will finally 





‘¢ have no other effect, than that of sin! 
“ our country still lower in the eyes of th 
world, while it will leave the enemy «til! 
‘* more secure on the side of the Contiest, 
‘* and leave him nothing to provide for but 
“an atiack upon these islands, whenever 
‘ our financial or other distresses or trou 
« bles shall render the time favourable tor 
“ making that attack. But, Lord 
Hawkesbury, the “ solid young Lori" 
Hawkesbury, has written a circular let 
to the foreign ministers residing in Lor 
by way of answer to the circular commun 
cation of Talleyrand and the letters ws 
he thereup on rece ived from the foreign n 
nisters at Paris. This is, probabiy, | 
“« strong means,” which, on the 10th u 
mo, the Doctor promised the rarliament ne 
would employ, for the purpose of “ conv" 
“© ing the world of the purity of the inten 
“ tions of himself and his colle agues va 
it must be confessed, that if temerity 03 
mark of strength, it was a strong measul 
indeed to commit the defence of the national 
character tothe pen of a poor, dull, ts 
less man, like L ord Haw kesbury, whose ui 
intelligible and paltry epistle can only ieud 
to decide asainst us those few persons © 
entertained. any doubts upon the sod 
To criticise every part of this petit™ 
ence, would require more room than c: 
here allotted to it; but, there are some’ 
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points which must not be ov cerloaked. mi : = 
letters; to which the solid young lor 1 wa a3 — 
swering, say nothing about the char; ee — 
tended assassination ; yet, jt is tha aa re 
which the solid lord begins. And, - a6 Ba. 
he produce an acquittal of himself 30° a y h 

leagues? How does he “ convince © aaa 
“ world of the purity of their intentio® . wae 
In short, what does he say about this a Bad ' 
ter? “ His Majesty has directed me" ned 


“ clare, that be hopes he shall not en 
‘“« deced to the necessity of repelling; 
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mation, the atro- 


. it 
° } aAenm 4% } | 
he fed OVid ait a 


‘ ; utterly i calamny, that 
, romeut of his M ajesty has been a 


"T") ; 
al sassination. 4 i1e@ SO- 


bik it unreasonable, it 
here, for the mre of inguiring 
‘ther he re ally in 
1 to convey an idea, that the King was 
he should not be preren tothe ne- 
ity of coming forward and denying that 
inisters had beeo concerned tn plans of 
esasination? And further, if the King 
Eshould be compelled to make such denial, 
re we to understand that the King hopes, 
shat he shall not be reduced to the necessity 
of making it with mertted scorn and indigna- 
This is not coving the senteace 
utterly unintelligible thas far, and, we 
soon see that the remaining part of it 


and, wh 


only tends to increase the confusion : —‘‘ an 
“ accusation alre: idy made, with equal fa on . 
«“ hood and calumny, by the same yusearspeiche 

P< against the members of his Majesty's go- 
* verament during the late war-—-an accu- 


“ sation incompatible with the honour of 
q bi 5 ens « sty, and the knowo character of 
e British nation, and so completely de- 
“ void of any shadow of proof, that it may 
“be reasonably presumed to have been 
“ brought forward at the present moment, 
‘ * no other purpose than that of diverting 
F the attention of Europe from the contem- 
| — of the sanguiuary deed, which has 
“recently been perpetrated by the direct 
order of the First Consul, in France, in 
“violation of. the righ s of natious, at 
contempt of the laws of huma aity apd ho- 
"—+~——Ffonour! honour! ‘ Where 
that word, trow?” But, with- 
into a discussion of this curi- 
pOus question, it must certainly be a'low- 
ec, that the solid lord has, in this place, 
parted from that candour, for which. his 
éct is so famous, as far, atleast, as preten- 
nsgo. Noman can justify the deed, to 
Vuich reference is here made; but, it is not 
rue, that the charge of planning assassina- 
ion was preferred against the English mi- 
isters for the purpose of diverting the at- 
Beniion of Europe from the execution of the 
Duke ' d'Enghien, because the charge was 
erred before that unfortunate prince was 
rresicd. But, observe bow anxious these 
‘Uisters are to draw in every one, to be : 

‘ty with them! What has their cause in 
‘mmon with that of the Duke d’Enghien? 
tod why is his death brought forward in 
cit defence? Might they not as well have 

acc allusion to thousands of royalists of 
© west, who were murdered in consequence 
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ns? Ba aparte was a very 


vood sort of a man, notwithstan oy the tate 
of those persons; Mr. Otto was caressed, 


Seve went merrily 


and th porceiaing ce 
und; but » behold, having com- 
mitted a murder is to deprive the French 
governinent of all pretension to veracity.— 
he same wcusation Was, says the solid 
lord, preferred against the members of bis 
Majesty's government during the lale war, 


od and calumny. This 
4 ministry ’ 
ol having done 
did last war, a 
the parliament and the whole 


and with ¢¢vai 


: j } ] ° 
Is sO like fhe Weil-imeantl 


% . 
apiece will that CUucKoo ¢ ry 
o ly w 


ery with which 


te ooinister 


nation was, long before the debates were 
put a stop to, completels surteited, « Of 
* egual falsehood and calumny. As much 


‘ if we have b ‘eo plotting, if we 


2s to say, 


‘ have been engaged in dirty intrigues, Pitt 
“and the rest of them shall come in for a 
* share song with us, in the eyes of the 


' 


* whole world, and particularly in the ey 

‘of the English rabble.’ How verv dit 

-" 

ferent the cases, how very uned uas the ca- 


lumny, admitting it to be calumny in both 


instances, I shall have occasion to notice 
hereatter. —Suel au accusation, the foreign 


with 
oni with the 
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ministérs are told, is “ incompatib 
© the honour of his Majesty 
“ character of the British nation; 
posing that the foreizn micisters should be 
aning trom this insuf 


abie to extract @ m: 


ferable nonsense; supposing, that the 
should be able to discover what is meant by 
ai accusation being tncompatib! vith the 
bonour and character of the persons geainst 
whom it is made; supposing that they shon'd 
findit to mean, that to conceive and aly 
the crime of assassination are utterly tn 
compat t hy 


ible with the honourable mind 
Majesiy, and with the character of the Bri- 
tish nation; and, supposing that they should, 
as, indeed, they certainly will, readily 
cede to this position, what 4 that to the 
solid young Jord and 
the British 
the nation, 


his coll azues? It is 
and not the King or 
against whom the accusation 
been made. It is truly-curjous to 
how these men contrive to be nestled ina 
amongst others, to blend and confound their 


mint {Ty , 
7 

had 
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observe 


otiicial character, when they are charged with 
any folly or crime, and when hard driven 
fora defence. At other times, they are 


“« the ministers,” his Majesty's ** confidential 
servants,” Itis they whoact; they alone; 
aod this is clearly pointed our in every word 
and gesture. But, when there is some dis 
grace or calamity to account for; when, in- 
deed, the discussion locks at all towards 
responsibility, then, it is dis DMajesty; it is 
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the government; it is tbe nation: and, the 
minisiry and confidential servants seem to 
have ceased to exist. The word government 
is sometimes, but always very improperly, 
wsed instead of MINISITY ; aud we do fre- 
cuently hear people talk of the late govern- 
ment und the present government; of turn- 
ig out the government, and of choosing 
another government; of a Weak government 
ora stro g government; of an upright gO- 
vernment or a corrupt government. but, 
this phraseology. which sprang up amongst 
the footmen of people in othce, bas never 
spread tar beyoud the purlieus of Down- 
ing-street. ‘The people of this kingdom, 
when they speak of the government, mean 
the whole mass of authority belonging to, 
and exercised by, the King, Lords, and 
Commons. Ot this the Jenkinsons are well 
aware, and, therefore, when they are speak- 
ing of charges preferred against themselves, 
they ta'k of she government, to which they 
know that every one feels attached. From 
beginning to end of the letter of Lord 
Hawkesbury, neither the werd ministers nor 
ministry once occurs; but, it is to be hoped 
and presumed, that so low a trick will not 
have the effect of blinding the nation as to 
who are the true objects of resentment. 

On this part of the subject, it only remains 
to be observed, that, though there is a great 
deal of bluster about the charge of plan- 
ning assassination, that charge is mot po- 
sitively dented. These are not very “ strong 
means’ of convincing the world of the pu- 
rity of the intentions of the “ confidential 
servants,”——-With regard to Mr. Drake's 
letters, their authenticity is not admitted; 
but, it is not rejected. 
Mr. Drake is, however, supposed ; and con- 
duct, such as is imputed to him, is justified, 
in contradiction to the sentiments expressed 
in the answers given to Talleyrand’s note 
by the several foreign ministers at Paris. 

As to whether a foreign minister, accredited 
toa neutral state, has a right there to carry 
on plans for subverting the government of a 
third state, which state is at war with his 
sovereign and at peace and in amity with 
the state to which he is accredited, we have 
only to ask, Ist, whether such planning be 
an act of bastility ; and, 2d, whether a neu- 
tral sovereign cao justly permit acts of hosti- 
lity to be commitied within bis territory, Ht 
the former of these questions be answered 
in the atficmative, and the latter in the ne- 
gative, Uien, in spite of all the embarrass- 
went, ai winoh the contused brain of Lord 
Hawkesbury can involve the qoestion, Mr. 
Diake las violated the rights of ueulrality. 
Phe solid young lord says, wnat the actions 


A case like that of | 
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of a public minister, towards other sta 
than that to which he is accredited. ® may 
‘* be praiseworthy, or blameable, accordine 
** to the neture of the actions themselya. 
** but they donot constitute ANY violation of 
“* his public character, except in as far a 
“ they militate against the couniry, or the 
security of the country, where he js accre. 
‘ dited.” But, to plan, in a neutral State, 
the subversion of the goverament of a belli. 
gerent state, is to commit an act of hosijiity 
against that belligerent state; and, as, to 
permit, iu a neutral state, an act of hostiliy 
against one of the belligerent states, is, oy 
the part of the neutral state, a breach of the 
laws of neutrality, it follows, of course, tha, 
in consequence of such act of hostility, 
the neutral state is exposed to the just ven- 
geance of the offended belligerent sicte; 
and, therefore, the actions of any pubile 
minister so planning and plotting, in a nev- 
tral state, come up fully to the solid young 
lord’s definition ; they do “ militate against 
“« the safety of the country where he is ac- 
‘“* credited ;" they amount to an ofieace 
against that country, and are hiable to b 
punished by the sending away of the person 
who commits them, precisely as they bare 
been punished in the present instance.— 
Another ground, on which our solid young 
lord justifies the conduct of a person in Mr. 
Drake's situation, is, the right which every 
belligerent power has to “ avail itself of cl 
“ discontents which may exist in the coun 
* try with which it isat war.” True; om 
right is unquestionable ; but, then, svc 
discontents must already exist ; for, it 18°) 
no means allowable to use secret means o 
creating such discontents in the interior of 4 
country, with whom you have been 10 peats 
and friendship ; and, if disconteots did exist 
in France, previous to the interfereace “ 
ministers, or their agents, that ienerteren 
is fully justified; but, that they did ex" 
has, certainly, not been proved, though, p' 
bably it may be, the next time the “ 
young lord takes up his peo.—— ont 
seems, that his Majesty's ministers — 
have refused to fulfil those dotics ne 
every wise and just government are 
self and to the world in general, “ oan 
“* had disregarded the feelings of such ee 
« inhabitants of France as are jastly 0 
“ tented with the existing on 
« that country ; if they had refused ae re 
to the.designs of such inhabitaa® voli 
livering their country from the deg : 
yoke of usurpation and bondage ewbit 
“ which it groans."-——Is it mot so” 9 of 
late for Lord Hawkesbary, for this mpi 
Seve porcelaine, to discover, that Bue 


ts 





ha 


rth 
rtic 
dvar 
an 
to 
are 
go 
po: 
ing 
wh 
19 } 
en 
ace 
D &Y 
hade 
Be 
Die! 
C we 
hd fy 





(8g 
her state, 
d, may 
ACCOFding 
CDSE yrs 
Olation ot 
as far ay 
‘Vs OF the 
: 1S accre. 
tral state, 
f a belli. 
hostility 
id, as, to 
t hostility 
Bs, is, on 
ach of the 
irse, that, 

hostility, 
just ven- 
tit state; 
ry public 
in a neu. 
id young 
@ against 
} he is ac- 
| offence 
le to be 
1e person 
hey have 
ince.— 
id young 
yn in Mr. 
ich every 
self of all 
he coun- 
rue; this 
en, uch 
it is by 
neans of 
rior of a 
| in peace 
did exist 
reace Of 
erference 
did exist 
ygh, pro- 
the souid 
_ But, it 
*] would 
g which 
ves to ite 
+ if they 
ch of the 
y discot- 


pment of 


to jistea 
; for de- 
eg r3cing 
re poder 
pmew bat 

mse © 


napa 


= 


)* are its principles now’. 


tT Lj 


J 


£607] M A 7 


hs, an xsurper, and that he imposes upon 
France a degrading yoke of bondage ? And, 


Phas not a short space of time caused a very 


nsiderable alteration in his @pinions as to 
‘this matter? IT am asked,” said he, on the 
“ih of May, 1802, “ I am asked, whether 
« jacobin principles do not exist ia as great 
« degree as ever in France. I answer, 
that they do not exist at all. The ques- 
‘tion for us, is not, what principles gave 
birth to the present government, but waz 
And, in that re- 
‘spect, there has been 2 complete change in 


( 


“ the government of France ; the present go- 


5 


“ venment have removed every principle 
“ trom which danger was apprehended, in 


“a manner as satisfactory as the most san- 


“ guine friend of the war could desire. How: 


* ever ] may regret the fate of the House of 


“ Bourbon, yet, if it had been for nothing 


but the restoration of that Iouse the contest 


“ would not bave been carried on. he con- 
test was carried on because the order of 
“things in France was hostile to all esta- 
bished governments...... Full credit is 
due to the professions of the preseut 
‘ lrench government, as far as regards fo- 

reign powers; for they have publicly asked 
* pardon of God and man, and done every 
thing they canto revert to the ancient 
established principles of government; and 
their measures, ta every point I have been 
isle to view them, have that tendency ; 
‘and, it ly an important consideration, with 

reference to this péace, boct far it would 


. be prudent in us, by a continuation of the 


war, t9 dreve them again to revolutionary 
means, Where they must abandon the sys- 
‘emR of justice and moderation which bey 
have now adopted.”——Tet us pause here 
e° a moment ‘to ask the solid young lord 
ich of his hereditary qualities he will call 
th to assist him in recenciling thése as- 
friions and opinions with what he has now 
dvanced in defence of the “ aid and assist- 
ance,” given by himself artd his colleagues 
to such of the inhabitants of France, as 
are justly discontented with the existing 
government of that country, for the por- 
pose of delivering them from the deg? ad- 
ing yoke of usurpation and bondage under 
whieb they groan!” Willi he pretend, that 
‘8 yoke of usutpation and bondage has 
*n put upon thé French people sive the 
sce? Hardly !-Yet, it would not be safe 
» swear that such a pretext would not be 
ade use of. The fact, however, is sodirectly 
Contrary, and'so notorious, that he would 
Mein belief with no hunian being. Boat, if 
“ Were to allow of the expediency of exciting 
“fomenting insurrections in France now, by 


t 





(O04 


5, 1804. 
under-hand means, and, at the same time, 
allow that it would have been dangerous to 
continue the late war for fear of exciting or 
fomenting insurrections 5 if we were to mike 
this extraordinary ackoowledgment, all we 
should thea the solid 

young lord would be to shew us, that our 

right is Now as good as it was then: and, 
that a treaty of peace, solemuly recoguizing 
the lewa ily of the consular government, and 
of this present Consul’s authority, as not at 
a'. altered our situation with respect to the 
sort of hostility lawfully to be carried oa 
against that government and its chief. The 
treaty itself speaks plain enough: it pro 
claims lasting friendship between his Ma 
jesty and the consular government ; and, lest 
any doubt should remains as ‘o the sincerity 
of the ministers, and of Lord Hawkesbury ta 
particular, that wise youag man and safe- 
politician, took an opportunity, in a dispatch 
to his most fit and worthy representative, 

Mr. Merry, dated 10th of June, 1502, to ex- 

plain more at large the amicable meaning 

and effect of the treaty. “ His Maj 
says he, ** would certainly consider it incon- 

* sistent with both the letter and spirit of 
‘“« the treaty of peacé, between him and the 


have to demand ot 


sly, 


“French republic, to encourage gr counte- 
‘© nance any projec ts that might be hostile ta 
“© the pre ent government of France, He is 
es sincerely desirous, that the peace which 
“has been concluded may be permanent, 
“ and may lead to the establishment of a sys- 
‘tem of good understand ng 2 id barmony be- 
“ tween the tivo countrtes. Witl 
“timents he is disposed to employ ail the 
er to guard against any 


the ¢ s€li- 


“ means in his pow 
“ circumstance, which can have the eflect of 
“ disturbing the tranquillity that has beea 
“ so bappily restored,”——Now, were these 
the proper sentiments to be expressed to- 
wards a government, which was to be re- 
garded as imposing a “ degrading yoke of 
‘usurpation and bondage?” 1s there a man 
of bonour in the whole world, who will not 
cry shame on us for this base hypocrisy? Oe 
were we, as Jong as it suitedus, to treat Buoe 
naparté as a legitimate ruler; and, sow that 
it is become convenient, are we to consider 
him as an usurper? It will, perhaps, be 
said, that we did not ezpressly acknowledge 
the legitimacy of his power. Paltry subter- 
fuge! Too paltry for any one but a safe p>- 
litician. But, if we did not expressly a- 
knowledge the le itimacy of Buonaparté’s 
power, what was the reason? Truly because 
he would not let us; because he disdiined 
the idea of any adhesion of ours being neces 
sary to the establishment of his authority — 
Not only did we recognize the legality ot \s 
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sway by contracting with him bonds of peace 
and amity; but, we joined him in settling 


nd the powers 
stop here, 


the boundaries of othier states, a 
of other goveroments: 


for fram him, and trom him 


nor did We 
ee a re 


ceived the islands of Ceylon and Tri By 
Those territories were bot cedckd to 3 s by 
Holland and Spain, but by the republican 


goveroment of France, with its preseot Con- 


sul at its head; by that very government 

hich is now callet an usurpation, and that 
very Consal who is how epresented as an 
usurper, and that too by the idertical solid 
young lord, who negotiated the cession. 


And, can it be believed, that the we ] 
not - us for this glaring jncon-istency ? 
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indeeac, 34358 notorious fo the wno:e 


was in the prelimi: 
ma te 
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} rats > star ler pp 
the definitive treaty only c 


world, that Holland and Spain had nothing 
to do but to obey; nay, at a ume when the 
dcfinitiwe treaty seemed to expe rience some 
obstacle, and it was suggested that Holland 
ind Spain might ob:ect to the ces-ton 
made to us by Fiance, the ministerial 
vriters boasted of the all- controuling 
power of their new friend: ** Holland and 
* Spain,” said they, “ may grumble, but 
** they must obey.” And these are the per- 


ons Who are Cauing in question the 

’ - 1}  e 4 * > ‘ 
rj of the repudlican governmen:! 
hese are the persons 


{ , 
right to 


timac 


1k 


— 


who now claim a 
as an usarper ! 


vat, . . nl 
comes th: » weneral 


treat the Consul) 
——Afteral!, however, 
the standing justification : 
fale mi Mi- 
misters have been attacked, they have con- 
stantly pleaded this example, and with mach 
about as good reason as upon the present 
eccasion. Are they told, that their mea 
sures relative to the militia are unwise, their 
answer is; ** why, you had a militia last 
war:” that the volunteers are too numerous, 
or are under bad Eee “why, you 
had volutiteers last war:” that their :acome 
tax has been shockin: gly managed ; ‘‘ why, 
ou had ah income tax last War: t! 1ata tes 
ellion broke out in Lreland in five days after 
they had dex ‘lared ihe peopie ot t! Hat country 
to be in a state of perfect loyalty and content ; 
™ why, you had a rebellion in Ireland last 
war. ‘They cannot, indeed, say, that there 
were any Lord Redes: lale’s lette?s written 
last war; but it is a wouder, tliat the At- 
ternev-General did not tind a precedent, io 
the history of the last war, even for them. 
Tusse is no point whatever, upon which 


’ 


; V , : 
nistry., Whenever tue presen 
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; that gentleman has not, 
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(6a) 
in re; aly to Mr. 
Windham, hainmered out someth} Og frog 
the last war, in ordet to produce an ai ie 
ance of inconsistency in the person who 
he was opposing. But, this has, Sods , 
been the unvarying practice of the who 
them; and, as is the custom with gtr 
miods, they have hung upon it til] 1) 


} , 
lm 
becili ty and malice aré associates aa 
fre ny than is generally imagined; and. 
in the divers appeals that have been maj 
by these ministers to the example of their 
predecessors, there has, perhaps, been gy 
great misrepreséntation and from as bad 
monves, as ever was before heard of In 
world; bat, theagh T thought they had. 
ried this sort of foul play to its Wimost ex. 
tent; though I was decidedly of opiniog 
that, in this walk, the Attorney-General 
yielded to no one but the Doctor biaiself, | 
must confess that thei r right worthy 
colleagues in the office of wore aifairs have 
bor: ve away the palm.——** An accusation 
*« already made, with equal falsehood end 
‘© calumny, by the same authority, agains asf.” 
‘ the members of his Majesty's covernment, r 
during the last war. There was 10 
occasion to mention this? No examitnatia 
took place upon the subject last war: no 
recular official charge, and, of course, no 









































how 


official contradiction, The only object of 
this remark was, to inculcate a bevel 


amongst the people of this country, tal, 
" ] “4 + .. 
whatever may have been the conduct Of lus 


present ministers, with respect fu lie col 


spiracy in France, it is no more than au Ce y | 
act imitation of the conduct of th ; precc Re 
cessors in office ;* than which nol ig, Ca dir 
be farther from the truth, as mast de eh ite} 
dent to eveiy Che who gives himse lt a m0 | 
ment’s time to reflect upon the vast ¢ jissimi- pug 
larity ia the circumstances. Dor BT us m0, | 
last war, his Majesty's ministers w« re i th ‘ rat 
accused, and frequently accused, by MOR ¢ 
tulers of the day, of encouraging p plots an _ 
conspiracies ;- but, can Lord Haw iesba" Ae shee 
fer us to any official papers that were publi ‘ tin 
ed in procf of such accasations ? sbgrs. val 
pe ergons arrested with Engitsh bills he: ee 
change upoa them? Had we ever brtul . mJ 
lament the fate of persons in the « res. ae 
of Georges (whom every § cood $08 te ' a 
gnd bt 0 


man in the world ought to lament) 
associates? Were the letters of any 
public iriinisters intercepted and publisii® Pi 
last war? Did the ministers of al! bee 
reign powers ever, during the la , 
unite jn expressing their abhorrencs “| ve 
intrigues? In short, can the sob. aos 
lord produce any thing to prove, that 
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ation ‘inst the late ministr y had 
ac cusatio nh 
present ministers Certainly he 


Bar, the unportant Cistinction is 


aX 


ny? es ee bility abs ut it as the 


° ; 
»minisiry hac ver recocnlzed 


of the repuoiican government, 
© present nmraisters have made 
on ind ible record aBat recognt- 
late minisiry had, with respect 
public and her chief, rights which 
- present ministers have not: the former 
tall times, the right to act ag 
fers of France as against usurpers ; 

be ‘alter have, as we have already sern, .no 
voless the law of nations per- 


° , 
aiest the 


1 to consider a government as legi- 
, while itis engaged in ceding islands 
and as usurped, the moment that 
is completed. Therefore, though 
sation against the late ministers was 
seme as against the present ministers, 
it is not true to describe it as charac- 
i with ** equal falsehood and calumny,” 
the same thing as to say, that, 
) cases it was “ equally true and 
in assertion totally unfounded, and, 
een already observed, dictated by 
con vempii ble of motives. ~——In 
eave of this starving state-paper, 
US s specimen of the dark and the 
vulgar sophistry and common-place 
nN, ona comforung retlection 
itself, and that ts, that we have 
ome reason to hope, that no other 
‘paper will ever come from the same 
racious God! 
y the disgrace written upon our fore- 
‘by that pen! 
tue oupGet.—This annual visitation of 
ering Pais ge. has just made its ap- 
nce for the present year. The Doctor 
‘ht it forward on Monday, the oth ul- 
mo, with just as little shame and as much 
‘urance as if all his estimates and predic- 
"8 of last year had been verified. If he 
Ke truuh, respecting the produce of the 
‘enue, thea are my statements of the two 
‘\ weees (see p. 577 and 609) extremely 
lt is uselass to go over those calcula- 
ms he gain; it ig useless to repeat them in 
. but I here positively assert them to 
true, and, of course, I positively assert, 


** 


when shall we wash 


, 


Se 


bat the Doctor's statements are false. ‘The 


tion embraces many heads; each of 


“se branches out into many inferior points; 

Brcat n lumber of accounts must be referred 

' and, indeed, to terminate the dispute, 
Place it bey ond the power of embarrass- 

and Misrepresentation is impossible, 
‘use it, in some measure, depends upon 

“€evenfs, But, if we judge, as, in all 


ent 
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such cases, we ought fo judge, of the un- 
known by the if, af two persons, 
we ought to belirve hose prediction 
} 
4 


vhieve him whose 


kno VN 3 
him wv 
Wave proved true,an ! fa isl 
precicuons, as to the same matter, have 
Drov\ df 
Badget farnishes materi 

cide b-tween the Doctor and me 


¢ } 9 > — a . aes ‘ 2 
there are three poiuts, in which ther 


4 hie “anemia hy 
alse; if we adopt this principle, th 
} Hi aidiihhe @ 
is Whoecrevuy to Ge 
seeing that 

> 
} 


room for subterfuge 7 and in which the pre- 


sent Budget complet ontradicts the last 

to wit ; Ist, the arp i ) af the Consolidated 
Fund; 2d. the amount of war expenditure ; 
3d. the emount of the loan —tn the last 
year's Budget, the Surplus of the Consoll- 
dated Fun: 4 Was estimated at 6,500 OOD!. in 
this year's Badvet, it is acknowledg 
have yielded only 5,100 0001. In the last 
year $ Budget, the future annual loun was 
stated at 0,000 QUO!. in this year's Budget 
we are informed, that a !oan ot 14.5090 QOO' 

has beeo contracted for; and, though we 
are told, that 4,500,000!. of this sam is for 
the service of Ireland, yet, we know, that 
Great Britain anst pay the interest of the 
whole; antl, even cedacting the Irish part, 
there are ten milhons 
sx. lo the last year’s Budget, the annual ex- 
penses of the war were stated at 20,000,000), 
they are, in this year’s Budget, stated at 


3.000 0001.— But, let us hear the very 
words that the Woctor made use of iast year 


-——* The committee will perceive that the 


“ great object I bave in view 1s to raise a 
“ large part of the Supplies within the year 
« The extent to which I wish to carry tly 
‘€ principle is this, that there shall be ne in- 
“ crease Whatever of the Public Debt duri fs 
“ the course of the war, \n the first place « 
«* will be necessary to ascertain the prolsa- 
“ ble amount of the annual charges of the 
« war, and then to make provisions for dar- 
‘ rying on a vigorons and even protracthkd 
without making any greater addt- 
‘ tion to the public debt than what will 
“ be annually liquidated by the Sinking 
« Fund. The anoval charge of the war, 
* unless demands should be made upoo us 
«* by the intervention of foreign powers who 
“* may wish to make a common cause with 
‘ous, [think wall not exceed twenty-six mil- 
‘“* Jions, Ido pot deny that this is a great, 
‘an enormous sum, but certainly not 
«* greater than the object for which we have 
‘‘ now to contend If then the House 
« think fit to adopt the measyre I am now 
a6 propos ing, if I am right in my estimate 
“« of the growing produce of the Consoli- 
“« dated Fund, which I have considered at 
“© about siz mi/lions dnd a half, and if my 
*¢ calculation of the anaual taxes be correct, 


contest, \ 


borrowed instead of 
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“ which T have estimated at 12,500,000). 
** but which for this purpose I will only take 
** at 10,000,0001. there will only remain a 
“sum of 6,000,000!. to be borrowed, which 
** will be more than covered by the Sinking 

Fond, which now produces consideraiy 

more than six millions. The crowing 


. 


aduce of the Consolidated Fund is also 
ikely to inercasé, unless we are again vi- 
sited by those calamities with which 


the 


country has been afflicted. If then my 
calculations are correct, we shall be able 
to meet a War Expenditure of twenty-six 
millions without any increase to the Pub- 
lic Debt, aa object so desirable that no dif- 
ference of opinion can be entertained upon 
the subject. I trast, therefore, this sys- 
iem will be adopted ; it is one which has 
been before tried, and of which the effect 
is known; it bas inspired confidence at 
home and created respect abroad.—— But 
the pecuniary cflect 1s not all, it will be s 
difference in another respect, the differ- 
ence between a temporary and a perma- 
nent tax: it will have another effect also, 
that of convincing the’enemy of this 
country, that it is hopeless for him to con- 
tend with our finances, that it) is notin 
his power to affect us in that respect :— 








































‘3t wi 
convincing the other powers of Europe, 
that they may safely joiu with us in a 

‘ common cause of resistance against the 


common enemy, tor that tle resources of 


this country are sucli as to give toll secu- 
rity for the punctual discharge of any en- 
Fayement it nay enter into, and this is an 
object for which I have in view some pro- 
visions,” ——— Now, all this is proved to be 
ise. The “ growing produce of the Con- 
Hidated Fund" has grown, according to the 
Doctor's own account, from 6,500,0001. to 
5,000,000). though we have not been visited 
by scaretty, and though, indeed, we have 
had three such years of plenty, and three 
such harvests as England never before saw 
follow in uninterrupted succession, an ad- 
vantage of vast importance to the financial 
concerns of the country —There has been a 
loau of 14,500,000]. instead of 6,000,000. 
for, as to attributing 4,500,0001. of this sum 
to Ireland, what is that to us, so long as we 
are to pay the interest: besides, there has 
been another loan of 1,500,000). made in 
Ireland, quite as great as that country can 
bear ; and who ever before heard of raising 
a loan of 6,000,0001. for Ireland. 
what must be the man who ean derive any 
comfort from the reflection that Ireland is 
compelled to borrow four times as great a 
eum as it can obtain credit for, four 
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_* people on the amount of debt, must go 


|! have a still farther effect; that of | 


challenge. I will insert it in my next sheet, 


|“ glishman,” though I do not happen 





In short, 





re D1) 
times 2s imuch as its income ae. at 
in pledge for. There is an increas 

the public debt this year. contrary to the aa HOU 
mises of ihe Doctor, and the annual iptere. pe | 
upon that increase will, he tells u<, amhiel be | 
to 736,000!. spite of the allevi; ting * 
rations of the Sinking fund. * —_Tie ., 
expenditure Jor Great-Britain alone i } 
now Says, ?&iriy-stx, instead of fryer. 
six, millions, though no ** demands have se 
** been made upon us by foreign powers 
“ wishing to make a common cause with 
* us;’’ualess, indeed, we admit Messrepas eads 
Rosey and Meerke ve Laroucue to be} 
reign powers! In my statement of the ar 
expenditure of the country, during the 

sent war, lL reckoned the total at 69,002,00c1, tio! 
My words were these: “ We cannot esti- | 
** mate the expenditure of the present and 
“* every future year, even of (dis sort 
“ warfare at less than 60,000,0001. There 
“ fore, however the Doctor may defer his 
*¢ loans, by whatever art he may hide from 
‘our eyes the path to bankruptcy, the J 


a. 


nre. wit 


| *€ Joans must come at last, or, in one shape 


Yr, an 
tern 
mine 
elan: 
andi 
utes, 
pon § 
s, th 
tage 
the « 


“ or another, the national debt, or rather, 
“ the amount to be annually paid by the 


‘¢ on increasing.”’ 
neath the mark. 


Sixty millions was b- 
The supplies amount to 





* Upon this subject, and by way of con- 
ment on what I have before said as to the 
inefficacy of the fund, an essay has been 
published in a Cornwall paper, which has 
been torwarded to me, perhaps by way °! pin. 
y wh 
ept u 
P, wi 
thers 


and, in the mean-time, I beg leave (0 4% 
sure the author, that Lreally am “ 4 Eu- 


believe it to be a good thing to make the rselv 
people pay 2 5,000,00cl. a year in taxes, 0 pai ; 
ON ¢ 


order to support the holders of stock, while 
those holders do not pay a million 
have also received another paper, '9 whic 


Vant 
ere 1 


the writer endeavours to convince oh try 
the reality of the reduction produced PY the ia 
Sinking Fund ; and, this person !s in ung 

pOse 


enough to illustrate his doctrine by the cae 
of a mortager who applies a certain Pa 
of his income to clear off his mortgeB™ 
am much obliged to this une 
besides that he admits all that E wasansolt Bags bv: 
to impress upon the minds of = Agee al cn 
I am utterly astonished, that hice in 
have thought his illustration at all +P the “te, 
ble. Lam not sorry, however, wud it fon 
application has. been made, . beca” 


nt. 
be sha 
P¥erng 
vOunt 


“ug rg be the bat pz 
opens to me what I now find t °° : b| 
chief source of those funding notions whi — 
I cannot but regard as erroneous ive of 
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:00,000l. and the charge on account of 
pt will, this year, in one way or another 
»ount to more than 26,000,0001. So that, 
e total annualexpenditure, accorJing to 
1c Doctor’s present statement, will be 
mre than 62,000,0001. And this, obserye, 
makes no provision for offensive war; no 
rovision for subsidies; except as was be- 
pe observed, to our faithful allies Mons. 
ose, and De Latouche. It will cost us sixty- 
o millions ayear to live ina state of siege! 
ixty-tWwo midions a year just {o keep OuF 
vady out of the yoke, And yet, the Doctor 
as thle assurance to tell us, that we can sup- 
wtacontest of this sort of any duration, 
without making any addition to the na- 
tiona! debt.” The whole annual income 
f ihe nation 1s 38,000,000l. and its annual 
apenditure 60,000,000!1. Shift the items 
w he will, this is the fact ; a fact which 
ands recorded in the accounts laid before 
arliament, and which, therefore, if those 
counts are not false, cannot be denied.— 
et, | shall be reminded, that the monied 
pe) have no seruple to lend even to the Doc - 
r,and that loans are made upon as “ good 
terms " as ever; and I shall be further 
minded, that, notwithstandg the state of 
eland, political and economical, notwith- 
anding the issue of three and sixpenny 
tes, the loan for Ireland has been made 
pon “ terms extremely advantageous"— 
, that is the phrase, “ extremely advan- 
lageous to the public and profitadle to 
the Contractor.” Happy chapmen ! both 
i. Fortunate gamesters! both win. 
y what miserable means this deception is 
eptup! Our children, when they grow 
P, will blush for the stupidity of their 
thers. When the bubble has burst, we 
selves, even the most doltish amongst us, 
all wonder how we could so long have 
en deluded by so naked a deceit. * Ad- 
Vantageous terms” indeed! What is 
fe in the whole transaction, as far as 
government and the jobbers are conr- 
‘ned, but an exchange of paper? Not 
single house or a field is sold for the 
‘pose of lending the money to govern- 
ot. Finally there come real riches, in 
be shape or another, to be expended by the 
Yerament, h not to the nominal 
unt of the loan, nor any thing near it ; 
i, astothe immediate contractors, they 
al in paper, and the paper they take is 
' @ good as the paper they give. Much 
» Ue too by a dextrous handing backward 
‘forward of the several sorts of govera- 
at paper ; and, «it is by no means impro- 
ie, that the « ic,” who always makes 
Ton “ex in,” does not re- 
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the amount of what it pays ioterest for. 
Those, therefore, who refer to the readiness 
of the Jews to lend to government, as, being 
a proof of the capability of the nation to cons 
tinue paying the annual charge on account 
of debt, should recollect, that, in the tirst 
place, the Jews give paper for paper, one 
sort of which is just as good as the other, 
and always must be 80, because both rest 
upon the same foundation, And, secondly, 
it should be remembered, that the loan 
Jews, like the razor-making Jew of Peter 
Pindar, make their loaus to se//. It isa mere 
game at hazard; but the principles of which 
game are so well understood by them, that, 
take one chance with another, they are sure 
to win. ——But, the serious view of this 
sibject is on the side of the war with France. 
That war cannot be carried on for more 
than five years, if we continue to pay the 
present annual charge on account of debt. 
If, therefore, the enemy should not take 
compassion upon us, he has nothing to do 
but to keep as, for five years, in our present 
way of going on; for, at the end of that 
time, we must, in my Opinion, slop paying 
the interest of the debt, or we must make 
peace on the enemy's own terms: the for- 
mer of these is called national bankrupicy, 
and the latter may be called national slavery ; 
which latter will, too, soon produce the 
former; so that, even the last degree of 
submission will not save the funds. Am I 
asked for my remedy? I knowof'none. Am 
I then asked why I do not hold my tongue ? 
Because it is my duty, and every man’s duty, 
to endeavour to prepare the country for the 
trial that awaits it. Calamities, when they 
come unexpected, come with double weight. 
I hope, and J trust, that we shal! survive the 
threatened storm; that the monarchy will 
come out of it stronger than ever. There 
wants nothing but wisdom and courage in 
the government, But, on the other hand, 
that want, if it should exist at the time, will 
most assaredly annihilate us as an indepen- 
dent nation. In order to form an opinion 
as to the probable issue of the present con- 


test, we should first inquire what probability 


there is of Buonaparté’s remaining at the 
head of the French government for five years 
longer ; and, if it be Jikely that he will re- 
matin for that time, or that the government 
will exist so long, the next question is, is it 
wisest for the Consul, (or his successof,) to 
produce the destruction of the public funds 
io this country, by a continuation of the 
war; or, to make use: of our Jove of the 
funds in order to impose on us such terms 
of peace as shall, ina very short space ot 
time, compel us-to yield without a struggte ? 
This question has, I dare say, been discussed 
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ten thousand times, in the consular cabinet, 
and the determiostion will greatly depend 
wpon the opinion which ts there entertained 
produced in 


bie 


as to the effect which would be 
this country by the destruction of the funds, 

Inish Currency.——On this subject, 
which is, indeed, a very important coe 
bég leave to refer the reader to a letter m p. 
O41. The measures takea by the Irish go- 
vérnment, and the 
measures, have turned out to be precisely 
what I apprehended : little notes, so low as 
3s. Od. have been issued. Dollars have also 
been issued, and, as it was foreioid, ata rate 
much above their sterling value. ‘They were, 
it seems, issued, at firs:, at the rate of six 
shillings English, but, they were afterwards 
lowered to five and sixpence Evglish ; so 
that each dollar is worth sixpence more in 
Ireland than it 1s worth in England; or, to 
speak more correctly, it will purchase six- 
pennyworth more of bank paper; which 
amounts to the same thing as to say, that the 
irish bank paper has depreciated ten per 
centum lower than the English bavk paper, 
the latter having depreciated only ten per 
centom. The issuing of small notes has 
produced the effect which was anticipated ; 
a sudden rise in the price of the necessaries 
of life: meat, in the space of ten days, rais- 
ed from Od. to 11d, abd other things in.pro- 
portion. The small paper has, it seems, been 
issued by private persons. It is not, of 
courss, 3 legal tender; but, without law to 
help it, 1t will not long stand; and, the mo- 
ment the law 3s applied to it, it becomes as- 
signats, and all the consequences follow. 
But, I must beg the reader to turn to the let- 
ter of my currespondent, to whom J aus very 
much obliged, and who will be astonished 
to find, that, unfi! his letter was received, the 
poblic here were as ignorant of what passed 
in Dublin, relative to the currency, as they 
were of what had been passing in the moon. 
——-As somewhat appertaining to this sub- 
ject, I will just observe here, that, in a letier, 
which I have received opon the sadject of 
dollars, and which letter will be inserted in 
the nextshce!, the writer seems to think that 
the advance in the current value of the dollar 
is no proof of the depreciation of bank pa- 
per. Perbaps he will, in course ofa day or 
two, favour me with a post-script to his tet- 
ter, accounting for the still higher advance in 
the current value of the collar in Ireland, 
and tracing that advance to some cause 
other than that of a depreciation in the bank 
paper. 

Inpia.——Qna_ the 
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3d instant votes of 


POLITICAL REGISTER. 


thanks passed, in both Houses of Parliay,. 
to the Marnauis or We Liaszey first i, 
to Lord Clive, Mr, Duncan, General Lake 
Major Generals St. John and We! esiey 
and, also to all the officers, non-coman. 
sioned officers, and privates, of the aryyics; 
India. . in the House of .Peers, no objection 
was made to the metion for thanks - but, ig 
the House of Coummoas Mr. Fox moved the 
previous question, but the House did po 
divide upon it. The ground of Mr. Fox's 
opposition was, that, by this vote, the chief 
merit of-the campaign was ascribed to Lor 
Wellesley, who had no more to do with it 
than the Admiralty had to do with the vie. 
tory gained by Lord Howe.——Tiis ob. 
jecuion was certainly quite sufficient, but 
that which was urged by Mr. Fiancis was 
stull stronger, to wit; that this vote would 
commit the House as to the merits or de- 
merits of Lord Wellesley in going to war 
| at all, particularly for the purpose ot making 
conquests, an act which, as Mr. Francis ob- 
served, must not only be impolitic, but ui 
rectly contrary to a positive law. It is now 
nearly two months, ; that. Mr. Francis made 
a motion, in order to-obtain information as 
to the origin of the present war in India, 
| and to enable the House to judge of its jus- 
tice or injuistice. That motion the min 
ters opposed *, upon, the ground, that ley 
were notin possession of the information 
required, They still say, they are neti 
possession of it; but yet they call upon 
Parliament to vote thanks, though, as far a 
the Parliament know, censure, instead of 
thanks, may be merited, There is nobody 
who says, and, perhaps, nobody who thinks, 
that Lord Wellesley dogs deserve censure; 
but, the law says, that. no Governor Gene 
ral of India shall go to war forthe purpose 
of making conquests. “Lord Wellesiey has 
gone to war, and has made conquests; and, 
without any informafion as to the justice of 
necessity of the war, the Parliament are 
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| called upon to.vote thanks to the Governor 


his Waly 


General, of whose conduct, as to this ¥8 
exliibits 


they know nothing, except that it 
a manifestdeparture from the letter ¢ € 
law. But, this.is the way in which Par a 
ment is committed upon all such matte’ 
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_ and, if it should finally turn out, that tbe 


war has been undertaken without — 
grounds, whoever attempts. to obtain _ 

gislative inquiry, will be silenced. n 4 2°" 
ment by a reference to this vote of : 


neni Oe 


— 





* See Cobbett’s Parliamentary Debaics, M : 
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